Mr, CaLDWELL's SER MON en be Trial of * 
the Spirit operating in this Part of the Moll. 
if Perſons examine with. Impartiality, the Work now in 
Sütland, and compare it with the Work in New-England, they 
will find they fun parallel to one another, Mr. Whitefield's Ser- 


% - 


mon, entitled, The Balm of Gilead. p. 10. 
— ; 


They deptnd much upon their Authority, to prove the Facts 

of 2 7. Letter; wit defire no other Authority than theſe ' 
ry eminent Miniſters Sermons out of which the Extracts are 
taken, to prove that the Work lately begun and carried on in 
New- England, is not Bnthafiaſm and Deluſion, but a great and 
marvellous Work of the Spirit of God. Whutefield*s Remarks 

on the State of Religion, p. 16. 


+ 8 2 
In this whole 2 we ſuppoſe the Truth of Cuxts ria. 
vir, and take it for granted that believe their Bibles: And 
therefore, upon this Suppoſition, it ſeems neceſſary, that who- 
ever wou'd diſprove this Work, muſt ſhew that the Account 
which the Sabje&s thereof give of the imward Working of their 
Minds, and 25. Efe# upon their Lives,------ are not according to 

4% Law and the Teftimony, nor agreeable to the Workings and 

E feds of the Spirit of God therein repreſented ; Or that this 
Work is attended with certain Symptoms and Circumſtances, 
which make it impoſſible that it can come from God; Or that 

the Evidence, upon which the Truth of the Facts is founded, is 

not ſuch as the Nature of the Thing requires, and,cannet be 
depended on. Mr. Webfter"s Divine Influence the * bY 
of the extraordinary Work at Cambuſlang, &c. p. 44 
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PREACHED AT 


New London-derry, 
OCTOBER 14h, 1741. 
On 1 Jonn iv. 1, 


By Joun CAL DwELL, A. M. 1 


Publiſhed at the Deſire of the Ol Dp Cox REOAT ION in the ſaid 
TOWN. 


1 


PROVERB S XXX. 12. 


There is a Generation that are pure in their own Eyes, and 
el are not cleanſed from their Filthineſs. 
Luke xii. 35. Take heed therefore, that the Light which is 


in thee be not Darkneſs. 


1 Theſſ. v. 21. Prove all Things ; hold faſt that which tis 


1 
F Luke xvi. 15. Ye are they which juſtify yourſelves, but God, 
knoweth your Hearts : For that which is hi ghly efteemed among 
Men, is an Abomination in the Sight of God. 


cs 
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and by the Bookſellers in Edinburgh, London, «Dublin, and 
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T H E 


UBLISHER 


To the READER: 


HE Deſign of Reprinting the following Sermon, is to 
prevent People from taking up with a ſuperficial Religion, 
that reſts upon the Fervours of Imagination; which, we 
ave too much Reaſon to believe, not a few are doing here, af- 
er the Example of thoſe in New England: Nor is it ſurpfize 
g, that the moſt ignorant and corrupt among the Multitude 
Pou'd be fond of a Scheme, which has a Tendency to weaKei 
e immutable Obligations to Holineſs, which reconciles the 
idden Vices of the Heart with the moſt ſolemn and noiſy Pro- 
fon: A Scheme, which ſeems to encourage the higheſt Pre- 
mption, under the Pretence of reſting upon the Righteouſneſs 
F Chriſt, and blows up ſome with ſuch a high Conceit of 
hemſelves, that they talk as if they were the only Favourites 
f Heaven, and that every one who has ſober Piety and Know- 
edge of Religion enough, to diſapprove their Way of Proceed- 
ng, are Strangers to, Jeſus Chriſt, and Blaſphemers againſt the 
loly Ghoſt ; tho' the Perſons they take ſuch Liberties with, are 
is cxemplary in their Lives, as any of them, or their Con- 
erts, can pretend to be. 


We have ſome ſhocking Things of this Kind in Edwards's 
ermon on the diſtinguiſhing Marks of the Spirit, and in a Letter 
hat an anonymous Writer aſcribes to the Reverend Mr. Webſter, 
dne of the Miniſters of 1 p. lo, 39, 47, 49, &c. 
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11 Abe Publiſber to the Reader. 


v4 
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„ 


dee the Hiſtory of the Cælony of Georgia, 9. 41. 


By the following Sermon, the Reader may ſee the chil. 
diſh Miſtake on which the Reaſoning of the Writer in 2k 
Weekly Hiſtory, againſt the State of Religion in New England, 
chiefly depends. That Writer, without Foundation, takes it 
for granted, that the Editor intended to make the Reverend Dr 
Colman, Parſons, &c. paſs for Men who had a bad Opinion o 
Mr. Whitefield, and the Converſions ſuppoſed to be made by 
him, when he and his Friends had been at the greateſt Fains tc 
fill all Quarters of the Country, with Sermons, Letters, c. il 
Praiſe of himſelf and his Work, tho' generally, of an older Dat 
than the Sermons from which the Extracts were taken. 


It would ſeem by this Diſcourſe, that the Author of it had ne 
ver any favourable Opinion of this Neau- light Scheme, as they cal 
it in America, on which Account, the Printer of The State of Reli 
gion in New England, took little from him, thinking he had 
Abundance from Mr. Whitefield's known Friends, who cannot 
be ſuppoſed to ſay any thing againit Mr. #h:tefie/d, or of the bad 
Tendency and Conſequences of his Work, but what Truth ex 
torts from them. | 


I know nothing in this Sermon itſelf, that needs any Apology 
The long Recital of different Opinions, will have the greaterff 
Propriety, if the Reader keeps in view, that. the Methodiſts ard 
divided among themſelves, and are generally great Latitudinanf 
ans, where Latitudinarianiſm is conſiſtent with Popularity. Mr 
Weftly, the Father of the Sect, is a zealous Arminian Highl 
Churchman; who ſtuffs his Diſcourſes with Denunciations oi 
Hell- fire and Damnation againſt Preſbyterians, and other Dily 
ſenters from the Church of Exgland, unleſs they fall in with hujj 
Scheme *. Mr. Whitefield was a cordial Friend of this Gentle 
man and his Pupil, till his Ambition, Vanity and Avarice, as ſome 
ſay, mov'd him to ſet up for himſelf. Mr. Veſtly had occupied 
the Friends of Arminianiſm and High- Church: Mr. Whitefiel 
found it wou'd be his Intereſt to make his Court to Calviniſts and 
Diſſenters, and offer'd to preach for many Diſſenters in England 
who rejected him; among others, for Mr. Bradbury. Many Pa 
pers, in the London Edition of Mr. Whetefield's Weekly Hiftor) 
are taken up in expoſing Mr. Meſily, and his Converts, in pub 
liſhing his Errors, and their Deluſions, in order to render hin 
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npopular: Some of Mr. Veſicy's Diſciples took Part with Mr. 
hitefield, and join'd with him in the Attack 3 among whom 
ere Mr. Howe! Harris and Mr. Cænnicth. The following is an 
xtract of a Letter from Mr. Harris to Mr. Cennich, in that 
Veekly Hiſtory, Numb. 13. This Week, Brother Seward 
c has been here, and tells me of his. dividing with 
- Charles : [Weftly] He ſeems clear in his Conviction, that 
God would have him do ſo. I have been long waiting, to ſee 
if Brother Joh and Charles ſhould receive further Light, or 
be ſilent, and not oppoſe Election and Perſeverance ; but, 
finding no Hope thereof, I begin to be ſtagger d about him, 
what to do. I plainly ſee, that we preach two Goſpels, one 
* ſets all on God, the other on Man; the one, on God's Will; 
the other, on Man's Will; the one, on God's chooſing ; the 
* other, on Man's chooſing ; the one, on God's diſtinguiſhing 
Love, making one to differ from another; the other, on 
* [one] Man's \ better than another, and taking more 
* Pains, and being a better Huſband of his Grace than another, 
more paſſive under the Hand of the Spirit than another; and 
if both ſhould come to Heaven, they could not harmonize in 


© Praiſes,” 


Tho' it appears from this Paſſage, that this Mr. Harris mi- 
akes both Calviniſm and Armintaniſm; yet it proves that the 
"I arty is divided on theſe Points. We have a Letter of Mr. 
"RP -:t:je1d's, in which he endeavours to expoſe Mr. Weſtly, by 
covering to the Public the high ſpiritual Pride and Self-deceit of 

- is Converts; It runs thus: My dear Friend and Brother, 
Cod was with meat Newbyry hee is alſo with me at Briſtol. 
The People receive me with much Love, and we have ſeen his 
Fower in the great Congregation.--- Dear Brother Cennick is 
more and more raſh: He has lately printed ſome very bad 
Hymns. To-day I talk'd with Brother N. He tells me, 
that for theſe three Months laſt paſt, he has neither ſinn'd in 
Thought, Word, or Deed. He ſays, he is not only free from 
the Power, but the very In-being of Sin. He now ſays, it is 
*© impoſſible for him to fin. I asked him, ſuppoſe he ſhould? He 
ſaid, if ſuch a thing was poſſible, by that he ſhould forfeit all 
* he had receiv'd. So that it is plain he depends upon agguir d 
Grace within, and not upon the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt with- 
out. I took particular Notice of what he ſaid, becauſe Bro- 
ther Weſtly told me, he was really a new Creature. I find 
FO © be has but a very mean Opinion of David: And be told — 
a 2 «c 1 
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2 The Publiſher to the Reader. 
« that St. Paul was not a new Creature when he wrote his E 


« piſtle to the Philippians. I ask'd him if ever he was ? He ſaid 
« Yes, when he wrote theſe Words, I have fought the Gen 


cc « Fight. 


| . I talk'd with three Women, one ſaid ſhe had been perfet 
. ce theſe twelve Months; but, alas! ſhow'd many Marks of ven 
4 great Imperfection Whilſt I was with her. I 2 d her, if ſhe had 
0 & any Pride? She ſaid, No. I ask'd if ever ſhe ask'd Pardo 
F « at Night for her Sins or Infirmities ? She ſaid, No, for 
« did not commit any Sin. I ſpoke to another Woman, wh 
« ſaid ſhe had not ſinn'd in Thought, Word or Deed t 
e 'Twelve-month. I aſk'd her, and every one of the reſt, whe 
ther ever they us'd the Lord's Prayer? They were unw! 
« ling to anſwer, but afterwards ſaid, Yes. I aſk'd them, whe 
te ther they us'd it for themſelves, and could ſay, Forgive us on 
* Treſpaſſes * They ſaid, No, they us'd it for others only 
& Another ſaid, Jeſus Chriſt could not fin, and therefore th 
« could not; for every one that is perfect, ſaid ſhe, muſt be: 
| « his Maſter. T hus, my dear Brother, they go on to perver 
* Scripture. I find them very ignorant, but, poor Souls! well 
* meaning. However, ſuch Errors are very dangerous, ye 
« Brother Veſilyj propagates them with all his Might. I kno 
« you will pray for him. Brother Humphreys is convinc'd mort 
** and more every Day. He begins to ſee clearly, and enjoy 
% much Freedom in his Soul. God is pleaſed much to ſweete 
« and comfort my Heart. If you pleaſe you may publiſh the 
Contents of this, and forget not to pray for 
Yours moſt aſfectionately 
April 25th, 1740. In Jeſus Chriſt, 
„ G. WHITEFIELD. 


It is plain, from his permitting the Printing of this Letter, 

that he formed the Deſign of expoſing Mr. Veſily, and ſuch : 

i he thought would adhere to him; for none of thoſe Kind d 
. Things were new to himſelf: Brother Cennich, afterwards fa 
| voured Mr. Whitefield, and in November, 1740. his very bad 
Hymns were commonly ſung by the Reverend Mr. Whitefield 
See the ſame Weekly Hiſtory, Numb. 9. this Mr. Humphrey: 
whom Mr. Whitefield here mentions, we find, ina Letter, date 
Twelve Months after, talking boldly of his Aſſurance, in Mr. 
Whitefield's own Strain. 4 I am comfortably perſuaded, that 
have felt a vital Union with Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the 
Mo 
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s „ Moſt High God, and the Saviour of Sinners. This I alſo ſted- 
fai faſtly believe, that when a Soul is united to Chriſt, there is no 
« Poflibility of a future, final Separation. This very Conſider- 
« ation has been the Means of enlightning me to ſee, that, if I 
have been once truly juſtified, I have then a certain Intereſt in 
« Chrift ; I am born of God, I am waſhed in the Blood of je- 
« ſus, I ſtand in him, and I am clothed in his perfect Righteouſ- 
- neſs. Hence, by Experience, I learn, that Text, 1 John, 
* tit, 9. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin, is not 
© to be underſtood of a ſinleſs Perfection, Sc.“ 


Whoever wants to ſee more of the Enthuſiaſm of the Metho- 
e, and the Diſcords raiſed among them, by Mr. Whitefield, 
nd his Adherents, may conſult Mr. Whitefield” s Weealy-Hiſtory, 
e London Edition ; I ſhall trouble the Reader with no more of 
hat Kind here, but an Extract of a Letter from Mr. Humphreys 
o the Reverend Mr. John Neſily, Number 11. © Reverend Sir, 
* I think I heard you without Prejudice laſt Night ; but, indeed, 
many Things you ſpoke concerning David, troubled me much. 
* You enlarged exceedingly upon his Faults ; but mentioned 
hardly any thing of his Graces or Virtues. If any one that 
had never heard of David before, had heard you laſt Night, 
they would have thought him a wicked Villain : For my own 
Part, I never heard ſuch a Character before, except it was in 
Doctor Morgan, the Deiſt's Book, called The Moral Philo/o- 
pber. The chief Difference, I think, between your Deſcrip- 
tion of David, and his, is this: Von allow that David might 
be ſaved at laſt, and Morgan, in the Concluſion of his Cha- 
racter, ſays, Away with him to the Devil, from whence he 
came. ---- April 10. 1741. 


W Never was there a Man more inconſiſtent than Mr. Vhile- 
ter: We find him, ſometimes, giving himſelf the Airs of a fu- 
h 95 Bigot, pronouncing Damnation on all who don't enter into 
d ois Antinomian and miſrepreſented Calviniſm z On another Occa- 
s fa on, he recommends Charity to all Denominations of Chriſtians 
band Men: It is true, he has made a Sort of Recantation, and af- 
field ects a wonderful Ignorance of what was contained in the Extract 
rey ecommended by him, as containing the Sentiments of his Heart: 
late he Book is, My. Law's Appeal to Infidels, &c. And, he ſays, he 
Mad read it: If fo, it is hardly poſſible his Recantation can be ſin- 
thafhere; becauſe, there is not, perhaps, one of tolerable Underſtanding 
F che he Nation, who, after having read the Whole, would have wes 
Mo - the 
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the Extract in the Senſe he pretends to take it, in his ſham Recy 
tation: But we have Abundance of Proofs from his Weekly-Hiftor, 
1 that People may be of any Sect, and continue ſuch, and be reckong 
; among the Number of his Converts. See a Letter from the 
[ verend Mr. Muirhead, in Beſon, to his Friend in Glass 
Weekly-Heftory, Number 26. London Edition. ----- © The Wor 
. ce ſtill goes on, nor does it ſtand here: Numbers of Congreg; 
4 cc tions through the Country, ſenſibly feel the Power of God 
T © only, where they have dead Arminian Time-Servers, wi 
is ce them there is nothing of this Matter. We have ſever, 
cc ſuch here; void of Succeſs, Oppoſers, who brand the Illumi 
cc nations of God's Spirit, with the Names of Enthuſiaſm ang 
« Phrenzy ; No convicted Perſon remains under the Miniſtry q 
< ſuch. God is now ſeparating the Chaff from the Wheat 
< here are young and old, middle-aged, Papiſis, Epiſcopalian 
« Duakers, and very young Children, with notorious Sinnen 
e entring in at the Strait-gate, and they have had wonderf, 
«© Diſcoveries of Love from God in Chriſt.“ ---, 


8 
- * 


| The Writer of this Letter, does not pretend that thoſe Pa 
pifts, Quaſters, &c. have changed their Profeſſions ; and there 
fore, according to him, all thoſe Profeſſions are conſiſtent wit 
| Whitefieldiſm ; and I can't help obſerving by the by, that thoſ 
| he calls Arminian Time-Servers, may be further removed in the 
i Sentiments, from Arminianiſm, than his Papiſts and Quatters, u 
i leſs the firſt are FJanſeniſts, and the latter differ from the genen 
. Sentiments of People of their Profeſſion. We have had Letteſſ 
| from this Country, printed in the Boſton Gazette, repreſenting til 
5 Church of Scotland, (except a few that are Admirers of M 
Whitefield, ) as remaining dead and formal, as before, aud with 
out Succeſs ; and therefore, we may conclude, that the Gentle 
men he thus calls 7:me-Serwers, are ſuch as ſtand up for real Re 
ligion, as taught and exemplified in the bleſſed Jeſus, and preſen 
their Integrity, in ſpite of popular Clamours. 


f J ſhall conclude, with one Extract more, inftead of man 
! ſrom the Weekly Hiſtory, Numb. 28. London Edition, being Pe 
l of a Letter from Mr. Howel Harris to Mr. Cennick, October 
- 1741. ---- © T diſcourſed, Sunday Morning, in the little Socie 
% of Methodifts, went to Church, and received the Sacramen 
. Inthe Evening, I went to Meeting to hear Mr. Phil 
and was asked to preach there, in his Meeting at Six, and 
* did ; and, Monday Morning, in a Baptiſt Meeting, wa | 
0 . : 1 8 


cc >  o— — — © — „ 


— 


* 


2 


The Publiſher to the Reader. vil 
hope the Lord bleſſed me, to favemy Soul from the Blood of 


all. I would have preached in an Arian Meeting-houſe, but 
they, (poor Souls) would not let ſuch a Madman.“ ---- | 


We ſee by this Paffage, that the hitefie/dites make their 
hurt to Baptifts, and Arians in England; at the ſame Time 
at Mr. Whitefield makes his Court to the ſtricter People in Scot- 
nd, by thundering out Damnation againſt them; nor does he 
t here, but labours to throw Suſpicions of Hereſy, into the 
inds of the Vulgar, againſt all who diſapprove his Methods ; 
n Conduct looks too like one diſpoſed to make himſelf a 
etcked Tool, in the Hands of ſuch as would ſubſtitute Bigotry, 
d uncharitable Hatreds, in the Room of true Chriſtianity ; and, 
that Purpoſe, endeavour to blacken every one qualified and diſ- 
ſed to ſerve the real Intereſts of Chriſtianity, to ſpread the 
pſpel in its Purity and Simplicity, and inculcate that Holineſs in 
2artand Life, without which no Man can ſee God. 


Upon the Whole, if Mr. Whitefield, and his Friends, would 
e ſuch as judge for themſelves a good Opinion of their Tem- 
and Spirit, they muſt ſhow the World more of their Charity 
their Lives and Converſations ; Frothy Declamations, and poe- 
al Deſcriptions, may amuſe a credulous Multitude, but can 
y raiſe Indignation and Pity, in the thinking Part of Man- 
d, that know Things as they really are. To be taking 
ack Methods in the ordinary Affairs of Life, is ſhocking ; but, 
che Matters of Religion, for Miniſters, or others, to endea- 
co build a Reputation upon the Ruins of the Reputation of 
more worthy among their Brethren, and Fellow-Chriſtians, is 
of the worſt Marks they could have given, of their being 
gnated by the Spirit of Chriſt. 


To put fo far on a Level with Chrift Jeſus, a weak Man, 
joſe Vices are certain, and Converſien doubted by many, 
to charge thoſe who oppoſe him, with as great Guilt as 
they had oppoſed Chriſt in the Fleſh, ſavours more of human 
ion, and ſpiritual Inſolence, than of Solid Knowledge, or 
riſtian Charity. To throw out ſuch Expreſſions, is to ſow the 
eds of the moſt fatal Diſcords. Tis but a weak Proof of the 
mity of a Work, that it meets with Oppoſition. Good Men 
| always oppoſe what they ſee deſtructive to their Fellow-Crea- 
es ; and the Wicked themſelves, do not always prove a Work 


be good, by their oppoſing it: They are often found oppoling 


<-> 


fieldand his Way. All who endeavour, in their Sphere, to pro 
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bad Things, which their particular Paſſions do not lead ther 


tO. 


Let not People think Men Friends or Enemies to a real Work of 
God, according as they are Favourers or Oppoſers of Mr. Whit 


mote the Knowledge and Love of God and our Neighbour, ar 
Friends of that Work of God, which Jeſus Chriſt came into thy 
World to promote. 


W 


1 


PR E F A CE. 


S this Sermon appears under the Diſadvantage of oppo- 
ſing faſbinnable Principles in Religion, on account of the 
laciveſ that influenced me now to publiſh the ſame, is will not, 
kope be una ceptable, 

Nit well known, that ſeveral Miniſters and many People 
ve lately fallen into the Extravagances about Converſion and 
e Divine Spirit mentioned in this Sermon judging and con- 
inming others as carnal, and Reſiſters of the Spirit: To prevent 
2 People where I have ſometime preached, from blindly running 
0 ſuch Things, becauſe faſhionable, I firſt compoſed this Diſ- 
urſe, without any Deſign of appearing in this publick Manner 
fore the World; the Occaſion of which was a Sermon preached 
Londonderry by Mr. McGreze e upon the ſame Subject with 
ir, and as was reported. intended as an Anſwer to it; Notes 
ereof being carried to him by a Preacher, who heard me deli- 
er the ſame. I cannot forbear making a few Obſervations » 

x what was delivered with as great Authority by bim, as if 
W-4 b-c:: inſpired. His Method was the ſame I had uſed; and 
hen he came to the fourth Head, inſtead of denying any thing 
WP 4 charced upon the preſent Scheme, be propoſed to try, firſt, 
LA Spirit of the Promoters, and then the Spirit of the Oppoſers 
e ſame. The former he tried by their Do rine, Practice, 
about and E ect, Heir DotFrines he called Orthodox, men- 
bning the diſtin:uiſhing Do Trines of Calvin, aud a few ot bers 
at apiſts g2nerally as well as Proteſtants believe; making 
lei eurs tbe | Erskines, Tennants, Whitefield, &c. all of 
A | one 


T {t is probable, Mr, Whitefield's giving out his Intimacy 
1d Union of Sentiments with the Meſſteurs Erskines, may have 
tributed not a little to have made him acceptable to the ftricter 
resbyterians in New England, as the Fame of his friendly Cor- 
ſpondence with theſe Reverend Gentlemen render” him more ac- 
ptable to the Populace of Scotland at firſt, than be would o- 


6;-wiſe have been, 
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PR EF EE: 
one Way of thinking, neglecting to join with them one of the my 
ſtrenuous Friends and Founders of the Scheme, viz. * Mr. Wel 
ly, on-whoſe Ground, the Arminian, the ſame Fruits grow 
or ſhew how weak our Forefathers were, in diſſenting from . 
Church of England, w/o believe all his orthodox Principle 
Their Practices he calls good, and Tempers mild, alledging f 
Proof the ſingle (tho falſe) Inſtance of Mr. Whitefield's um 
diately leaving aud oppoſing Mr. Weſtly for his Errors; the c 
trary to which is univerſally known, their Correſpondence a 
Brotherhood continuing long after he knew Mr. Weſtly's Opin 
ons did oppoſe Calviniſm: He pretends not to mention the Co 
duct for which ſuch were excluded from the Churches of Sco 
land, England, Penſylvania, Cc. but remembring that $ 
cinus was a good Man, he aſſures us, a good Practice is no Er 
dence that a Perſon believes the Truth. Their Labour and Ze 
is, he aſſures us, very great ; but obſerves not that the Romil 
Emiſſaries equal, if not exceed them in both. Succeſs be call 
ſufficient Evidence of a Divine Miſſion ;, not confidering that 
this Way of Reaſoning, Mahomet had ſuch a Miſſion. Ne 
Juſt thus do Mahometans reaſon : Solimus's deſtroying his R 
ther was a good Action, becauſe he ſucceededin his Villany ; | 
Bajaret's attempting to depoſe his Brother was a baſe Action, 
cauſe he did not ſucceed, The Effects of their preaching, in t 
forming Men, none can, he ſuppoſes, have the Front to 
200 he knows many have deuie d the ſame, and I think un 
ably proved their Reformation is but ſrom one Vice to another, 
from a State of Chriſtian Sobriety and Charity, to ſpiritual Pn 
and Uncharitableneſs. The Spirit of the Oppoſers he tried | 
their Doctrine aud Temper , the Doctrines of ſuch he boldly a 
led Arminianiſm, Pelagianiſm and Deiſm, except ſome 
of the weaker Brethren, without any Proof. The Spirit 
many of em is, he ſays, a lying Spirit: For Proof of which | 
mentions a ſew Things charged upon his Friends, that he 
tempted not to ſhew the Fallacy of. 


Again, "tis an unc haritable Spirit, without Proof ; hben 
an envious Spirit, ſuppoſing, with great Charity, that the 0 


Po ſili 


* The ſane Kind of Screamings and. Convoulfions are fre, 
in Weſtly's Meetings. See his Character in the late Hiſtory 
the Colony of Georgia. | | Ges 


FEELEPEECTSE _. WM 
tion many make to this great Stir, is occaſioned by. their 
aracters being eclipſed by ſome of his Friends. Again, Yis a 
cking Spirit, and a prophane one, exemplified in Commiſſary 
arden's Remarks upow Mr. Whitefield, of which I cannot 
age, becauſe I never ſaw them. Again, 4 partial Spirit, 
ithout Proof. 


In bis Application he addreſi d bimſelſ to the Enemies and 
iends of this Work, and very metaphyſically diſtinguiſhes 
e latter into Graceleſs, and ſuch as had Grace: an uncom- 
ps Epithet indeed, God's graceleis Friend! In the. Con- 
ſion he ſometimes tells us, Tears and Tremblings are Evi- 
nces of true Repentance ; and again, that they are none, and 
joins God's gracious Children and Friends, not to call ſuch as 
Hred from them about the preſent Work, carnal and unre- 
nerate, for this ſavoured not of the Wiſdom which is from a- 
ve, by which he proves Meſſieurs the Tennants; White- 
ll, cc, to 2 void of heavenly Wiſdom. In his Sermon be 
ice at leaſt, challenged all his Oppoſers to deny any Thing he 
vanced; but when he was urged to reaſon in publick ꝝpon 
pe ſame, refuſed abſolutely, declaring the Pulpit and Preſs 
ere free to his Oppoſers. This Freedom of the Preſs I was 
ereupon prevailed to take, as I am conſcious of n0 Views I 
ve in any Diſcourſe but the Glory of God, and the eſtabliſb- 
and confirming myſelf and others in the Truth, as tis in 
„*. I hall therefore be pleaſed to ſee my Errors diſcovered, 
(on ſeeing any Error in this Diſcourſe make a publick 
cantation; but I ſhall expect if any Gentleman ſhall at- 
ppt to ſhew me my Miſtakes, that he will bring his Argu- 
nts from God's Word, that he will attempt to convince me 
Reaſon, not Railery, | 


And if any Perſon ſhall make any Attempt of this kind, I 
all think myſelf obliged in the Spirit of Meekneſs, either 
own myſelf convinced, if I am; or give my Reaſons why E 

not. That this, Diſcourſe may be received for Truth ſo 
r only as *tis true, is and ever ſhall be my earneſt Deſire 
d ſe vent Prayer to the God of all Truth, 
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An impartial Trial of the Spirit, &&. 


VET” 1 — 8 


1 JOHN iv. i. 


ſeloved, believe not every en but try the Spi- 
rits whether they are of God: becauſe many falſe 
Prophets are gone out into the World. 


HAT Man is a Creature capable of reaſon- 
ing, reflecting and enjoying n 18 
ident from the leaſt Acquaintance with the hu- 
ane Soul. | f 
That by Attention and a proper Uſe of his Fa- 
lties and Advantages, he is capable of avoiding 
ing deceived in ſuch Things as are neceſlary to 
s Being and Well-being, is plain from the leaft 
eflection on the difintereſted Goodneſs and per - 
Wc: H-ppineſs of his Author. | 
W But all the noble Powers that Men are formed 
ih, and Advantages they enjoy, without At- 
ntion and careful Improvement, will not ſecure 
Wn from being impoſed upon, and proving in- 
Wrumental to fas: others, eſpecially the more 
arm and ſanguine, the leſs judicious and careleſs, 
to the ſame Impoſition, *Tis certain, that Men 
ing of the lower Order of created Intelligences, 
e liable to err in Points of Speculation aud com- 
ex Caſes, after the moſt impartial Enquiry. But 
ſuch Things as are neceſſary to their Being and 
ell being, to Holineſs and Happineſs, their Er- 
Ss are criminal, and therefore by proper Ap- 
plication 


6 A Trail of the preſent Spirit. 
plication of Mind avoidable ; otherwiſe we ſhoul; 
be neceſſitated to commit Sin or moral Evil. 
K It then by a proper Improvement of our Power 
and Advantages, we are capable of diſtinguiſhing 
Truth from Falſhood, and Realities from Appe 
ances, in ſuch Things as are neceſſary to our pre 
ſent or future Happineſs ; and if by Negligence 
Inattention and Careleſneſs, we may be deceive 
ourſelves, and prove the unhappy 'Inſtrumen 
of leading others into very fatal Miſtakes , 1 
ſeems evidently to be the Buſineſs of all Men t 
be careful and impartial in their Enquiries afte 
Truth, eſpecially religious Truths, leſt they b 
deceived by Appearances,” and in the Event em 
brace a Cloud inftead of Funo. 

And if this is a Duty, and what may reaſo 
ably be expected from Men at all Times, nevel 
was it more neceſſary than at this Day, when ſuct 
Diverſity of Sentiments about religious Principle 
prevail, and Men of contrary Principles equally 
pretend to the Direction of the Spirit, and are 
qually cenſorious and uncharitable to ſuch as dil 
ter from 'em. 

If there were falſe Prophets in the Apoſtl 
John's Days, if ſome Men pretended to the Spar! 
of God, who had it not, and if it was not on! 
| lawful, but commendable to try all Pretenders i 

that Time, and not implicitly believe all th: 
Men capable of working Miracles, or foretellin 
future Events, taught as from God; it may 

| hoped, that an impartial Enquiry into the N 

ture of the Spirit ſo much at preſent the Subjet 
| j of Converſation, and ſtated publick Diſcourſe 
| in this Part of the World, will be candidly ente 
tained, and without Prejudice attended _ Col 

iderll 
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A. Trial of the preſent Spirit. 7 
dering that ſo mighty a Streſs is laid upon the 
aving of it, and that Men teaching Doctrines as 
ppoſite as Light and Darkneſs, equally boaſt of 
„and preten. to its Influences, 203 
Let us therefore with Candour and Integrity, 
ithout Prejudice againſt Men or Principles, take 
e Apoſtle's Advice in my Text, and not believe 
ery Spirit, but try the Spirits, &c. That my fol- 
pwing Diſcourſe may be uſeful to aſſiſt us in this 
rial, I ſhall proſecute this eaſy Method, viz. 
I. Shew, That there were of old, and {till are 
lſe Prophets in the World, or Men who have al- 
edged they were, and do pretend to be influenced 
y the Divine Spirit, in teaching Doctrines and 
erforming Actions, without having any Ground 
r ſuch Pretences, but were either themſelves 
evel eceived, or intended to deceive others. 
ſaci II. That there is a certain Rule, to which if 
ple len impartially attend, they may judge with 
alli ficient Certainty, whether a Perſon pretending 
re be influenced by the Divine Spirit, in teaching 
di ocirines and performing Actions, be really in- 
enced thereby or not; and what it is. 7 
oſti III. The Importance of being impartial in at- 
vir nding to, and trying all Pretenders by this Rule. 
zn IV. Bring the Spirit ſo much boaſted of in this 
rs act of the World at preſent, to this Rule, and 
y at thereby; and as it agrees with, or differs 
om this Rule, approve and receive, or condemn 
nd reje& the ſame. | 
V. Conclude with ſome Inferences or Corolla- 
les from what ſhall be ſaid. : 


J. Tam to ſhew, that there were of old, and | 
ill are falſe Prophets in the World, or Men — 
ave 


— — 


Days of Ahab how many falſe Prophets wen 


A Trial of the preſent Spirit, 
have alledged they were, and do pretend to b 
influenced by the Divine Spirit, in teaching Do 
ctrines and performing Actions, without haviny 
any Ground for ſuch Pretences, but were either 
themſelves deceived, or intended to deceive 0 
thers. The Argument uſed by the Apoſtle in m 
Text, to perſwade Men not to believe whateve 
Perſons pretending to the Spirit of God teac 
but try them, is becauſe many falſe Prophets ar 
gone out into the World, | 
By a Prophet we are to underſtand ſometime 
one who foretells future Events, ſome conſider 
able Time before they come to paſs ; and ſom: 
times Teachers who aſſert, that they have a Di 
vine Warrant for all they do and teach. Tha 
there have been, and ſtill are Perſons in th 
World, who were only Pretenders in the 
Things (and conſequently Caution becomes ſuc 
as would not wallingly be deceived) is eviden 
from an innumerable Variety of Inſtances. Ho 
many falſe Prophets were there among the Jeu 
who propheſied Lies to the People, ſpeaking 
Peace unto them without Foundation ? In th 


there, and one only that had the Skill and Cov 
rage to ſpeak the Truth, for which he met wit 
evil Treatment from one of the King's Officers 
the reſt being deceived by a lying Spirit from th 
Lord, as the Scriptures phraſe it. Yea, Perſon! 
to whom God ſometimes ſpake, and who pre 
tended a great Regard to the moſt High, at othe 
Times taught the moſt immoral Practices; yes 
and pretended to be inſpired when they were no 
as the Hiſtory of the old Prophet at Bethel, avi 


Balaam proves, Let. me take a little Notice | 
* > 1 
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A. Trial of the preſent Spirit, 9 
e Hiſtory of theſe two Perſons, for Illuſtration 
f this, and ſure you will ſee that *tis hazarding 
ruth and Righteouſneſs. to believe implicitely 
that Perſons pretending to Inſpiration, or ſome- 
imes really illuminated, teach us at all Times. 
alaam, it muſt be allowed, when called by Balak 
b curſe the Children of Hael, and importuned 
y the Proſpect of great Riches, behaved like a 
lan that had a more than common Regard for 
e Deity; nor would he bleſs or curſe but as 
od ordered him; no, tho' he would have given 
im his Houſe full of Silver and Gold. The Hi- 
ory alſo informs us, He was a Prophet, that God 
Vale to him in Dreams, by an Angel, aud by par- 
1% unpulſes at the Time of bis offering Sacrifice z 
you may fee at large, Numb. xxii, xxiii, xxiv 
hapters. Vet after all, twas moſt unſafe to de- 
nd upon him 1mplicitely as a Guide, in Pra- 
ice, becauſe he taught very immoral Doctrines, 
Wd laid a more effectual Scheme to bring down 
wc Wrath of God upon MVael, than all his Cur- 
es could poſſibly do: He tapght Balak to ſend 
Irth the moſt beautiful Women among em, to 
mpt [/rael into Adultery and Idolatry, a ſtum- 
ing Block indeed! that according to his evil 
it eſign, ſucceeded and brought down the Anger 


ers God ** as we have it, Numb. xxv. 1, 
1 th 2, 4. Tis true, the Hiſtory does not inform 
ſon, that Balaam taught any ſuch wicked Scheme 


pre 2>4/ak, but 7ohn charges him directly with it, 
the v. ii. 15. Thou haſt them that hold th? Doctrine 
yell --/aam, who taught Balak to caſt a ſtumbling 
no e before the Children of Iſrael, to eat Things ef- 
anf to Idols, and commit Fornication. Thus does a 
e Merſon ſometimes for worldly Views teach the 


th B moſt 
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moſt immoral Practices, who at other Time 
ſeems to regard God more than the World, ani 
one too to whom God ſbake hy an Angel, &c. I. 
the ſame Pupoſe Nehemiah informs us, that th 
Prophet was hired to propheſy Lies to him to pu 
him in Fear, Neh. vi. 12. The Hiſtory of th 
old Prophet at Bethel, as *tis recorded 1 King 
xiiith Chapter, is a full and undeniable Prog 
how a Perſon to whom God ſpeaks at ſome Time 
may pretend at another to have the Divine War 
rant for what he does and ſays, when he has 
not. The Hiſtory is to this Purpoſe: A youn 
Prophet by the Appointment of God, comes fron 
Judah to Bethel, where Feroboam had erected at 
Altar, with a golden Calf for the People to wor 
ſhip, to prevent their going up to Jeruſalem, thi 
Place of Divine Appointment, leſt they ſhoull 
own Kehoboam for their King, and propheſles 2: 
gainſt that Altar and the Prieſts belonging to it 
having a Command after he had done fo, to retur 
by a different Way, nor ſtay to eat Bread 
drink Water, His Propheſy, the Treatment hi 
met with, and his Departure was told to an oli 
Prophet that lived there, by his Sons, who wer 
Witneſſes to what he ſaid and did; upon whic 
he follows the Prophet, and overtaking him, al 
{ures him an Angel had ſpoke to him, and give 
him Command to bring the young Frophet to hi 
Houſe, and ſet Bread and Water before him, bu 
was a Lie, Here then is a Perſon who ſpake a 
ſometimes by the Word of the Lord, as at thi 
20th, 21ſt, 22d Verſes of that Chapter; and yd 
at other Times he pretends an Angel ſpake t 
him, when *twas falſe. If then the old Prophe 


at Bethel did pretend to have the Divine Spit 
whe 
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hen he had it not, any other may make the. 
ame Pretence; and if it was criminal, as the E- 
ent proved, to believe implicitly what he taught, 
5 *twill to believe others, eſpecially when we. 
re uncertain if ever God ſpake to them. | 
To what Purpoſe ſhonld we be enjoined to the 
Trial of Things, and hold by what is good, it there 
ere not Teachers of Errors or falſe Doctrines in 
ae World? Why ſhould we be exhorted 7o try 
ich as pretended to the Spirit, if there were not 
alſe Prophets among Men? Why ſhould we be 
ld, that in the laſt Days Men ſhould not endure 
uind Doctrine, but multiply to themſelves Teachers 
Wording to their Humours, but to make us care- 
il to diſtinguiſh between Pretenders and real 
WT cachers? And is it not to excite our Caution, to 
amine all that is taught us, that we are told 
ere will ariſe falſe deluding, fawning, hypocritts 
al Teachers, that if twere poſſible will decerve the 
) Eledt? And in the Days of immediate Inſpi- 
tion, when one or more propheſied, i. c. taught, 
ere judged: In the very Days of the Apoſtles, 
nme were for blending Judaiſm and Chriſtianity 
agether, and ſome alledged the Reſurrection was 
Wt already. The Antinoman Principles alſo, ſo 
Fry common in our Days, then took their Riſe, 
d gave Occaſion to a very conſiderable Part of 
ames's Epiſtle, to refute that moſt abſurd and 
angerous Principle, which ſtrikes at the Foun- 
ation of all Religion, by encouraging Wicked- 
is and Prophanity. * 
Will ye not allow the fooliſh Legends among 
e Romans are falſe, tho' the Authors pretended Il- 
mination from God, and Teachers of pretended 
fallibility among them confirm them? Is there 
an 


conditionate Election and Reprobation, the Im 
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any now hearing me, but will own Mahomet wa 
an Impoſtor, tho' he pretended to teach nothing 
but by immediate Influence of the divine Spirit, 
and was generally convulſed, (as he reported h 
the Spirit) before he communicated any ney 
Thing? How great alſo was his Succeſs; and ho 
numerous his Followers even unto this Day! 
How ready are Men at all Times to run into; 
Scheme pleaſing to Fleſh and Blood, and that ren 
ders the Way to God's Favour eaſy ? Nay, wht 
ſo little acquainted with the World, and the Hi 
ſtory of the Chriſtian Church, as not to kno 
that there have beenfalſe Teachers among them! 
Whilſt ſome aſſert our Saviour is equal in all Per 
fections with his Father, others alledge he is 1 
more than the nobleſt of created Intelligences; 
and ſome that he had no Exiſtence until his Con 
ception in and Birth of the Virgin Mother, an 
ſome, that he is no more than an Attribute of the 
Father. Moſt of which Opinions mult neceſl: 
rily be falſe, and conſequently their Abettors fall: 
Teachers. Whilſt ſome hold an Infallibility i 
Councils or particular Men; others maintain tht 
Right of private Judgment, becauſe all Men, the) 
ſuppoſe, are fallible, and accountable for the 
ſelves to God. Some teach the Doctrines of un 


putation of Adam's firſt Sin to all his Poſterity, 1 
as to be a Juſt Ground for the eternal Damnatio 
of all Men, Cc. And others as flatly deny al 
theſe. Some account for the Original of moral 
Evil by Fatality, others endeavour to reconcil 
certain Preſcience, and humane Liberty, and of 
thers deny certain Preſcience in all ſuch Thin 
as depend upon Liberty. Yea, have we not | 

| a | if 
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waar Days falfe Doctr ines taught, and palmed up- 
1 the Spirit? Are there not ſome teaching the 
ho Krines of Calvin, declaring the divine Spirit 
their Director and Guide? And are there not o- 
newers, (as for Inſtance, the dear Mr. Weſtly, /o 


hon l a:quainicd with the divine Life, as hè is cha- 
ay cteriſed) preaching the directly oppoſite Opini- 
to is, and pretending to be guided by the ſame Spi- 
rent: Now is it not certain, that both theſe Do- 
whiWrines cannot be from God? For tho' there are 


hiverſities of Gifts and the ſame Spirit, yet are 
ere not contrary Ones from the divine Spirit? 
WV hilt ſome judge of the Truth of their Conver- 
Won, by ſudden Fears and peculiar Warmths of 
eir Devotion, alledging they can have as 
Wrong Evidences that they and others are in a 
tate of Grace, as of any thing that comes under 
he Cognizance of Senſe; others ſuppoſe that a 
ligious and godly Life is the only ſure Way of 
idging in thoſe Caſes; and yet the Evidence can 
nount to no more than a moral Certainty. How 


vi ident is it, that there have been and ſtill are 
th e Prophets in the World? | 
hem 

e II. Iam to ſhew, that there is a Rule, by im- 
un artially attending to which, Men may judge 
Im ith ſufficient Certainty, whether a Perſon pre- 
„ending to be influenced by the divine Spirit, in 
tio heaching Doctrines, or performing Actions, be 
ieally influenced thereby or not; and what it is. 
ori we are Creatures accountable to God for our 
ci_WHctions, *tis certain, ſince God is infinitely holy, 
1 oF uit and good, that we muſt in ſome Meaſure be 


apable of diſcovering what Courſe of Life, and 


hat Actions he approves of or condemns, 755 
1 
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firſt Parents in the State of Innocency, were hy 
attending carefully and vunprejudicedly to the 
Light of Nature, capable of diſcovering their 
Duty to God, and the Nature of relative Duties; 
this was to them a Rule, and a certain one. But 
| when the Powers and Faculties of the humane 
Soul were by Sin depraved and vitiated, and this 
| Light became very dim, God of his infinite Good: 
neſs was pleaſed to give Men a clear and perfed 
Diſcovery of Duty and Sin, what Actions he will 
approve of, and what he will condemn ; which 
Truths, tho' delivered by divers Perſons, and in 
different Ages of the World, we have the faith: 
ful, clear, and perfect Records of, in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtament, to which 
de would do well to attend, as unto a Light ſhining 
| in a dark Place; for "tis able to perfet the humant 
7 Mind in every good Word and Work, and make tht 
i. Man of God wiſe unto Salvation. Its true Uſeful. 
gneſs the Apoſtle Paul gives us, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 
For Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction and Inftru- 
gion in Rizhteouſneſs ; and the Ground of our de- 
ending upon the ſame is, tis given by Inſpiration; 
holy Men of old ſpake as they wer? moved by tht 
Holy Ghejt : This is the Pſalmiſt's perſect Love, 
which 1s the very Truth, converts the Heart, and 
makes wiſe the Simple, Pſal. xix. 7. Yea, ſo per- 
fect is it, that we need no new Revelations or Vi- 
ſions; and whoſoever preaches contrary thereun- 
to, we are not 7% wiſh them Goa [peed ; we are to 
ſhun him, even if he were an Angel from Heaven, 
or contradict Faul's Advice, Cal. i. 8. This 1s 
to be our Rule in Matters of Religion, And in- 
deed where elſe ſhould we go for one, ſince 'tis 
certain, that uo Man knowelh the T bings of God, 
but 
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A Trial of the preſent Spirit. 15 
t the Spirit of Cod; no Man hath aſcended up to 
f-aven, but he that came down from Heaven, even 
2 Son of Man which is in Heaven. Jo ibe Law 


14 10 the Teſtimouy we are to bring all Pretenders, 
ad there try them. | 


hi 1d Practices with the Word of God, that we be 
od. t determined in favour of them, before we try 
ea em by this unerring Standard of Truth and O- 
vill odoxy; or reſolved they ſhall not be contained 
ich the Scriptures : Let us be impartial and unpre- 


diced, be ready to embrace a Doctrine as true, 
e have been taught is falſe; and reject as falſe, 
hat we have been taught is true, as ſoon as the 
Friptures of Truth, impartially examined, prove 
ze one or other to be ſo. This naturally leads 


85 


III. To ſhew the Importance of trying all Pre- 
nders by this Rule, with the moſt Impartiality. 
Points of Speculation, that by their Trath or 
alſhood are of ſmall or no Advantage or Preju— 
ce to us, Impartialit y is not of ſuch Importance. 
ut if we will judge of the Value or Importance 

Truths by their Uſefulneſs or Hurtfulneſs, 
d allow that whatever is the Nature of the reli- 
dus Principle in reality believed, ſuch will the 


oY We or | 
Vi ections ot our Minds and Practices bez no- 
In- Hing can be of more Importance, nor equally far 


r Intereſt, as the having juſt Notions of Reli- 
on; eſpecially in ſuch Truths as tend to form 
Ir Minds to Holineſs or Sin: Becauſe the avoid- 
g Sin in all its Appearances, and living ſober- 


r Acceptance with God. 
Now 


But let us be careful in comparing Doctrines 


righteouſly and godly, is made neceſfary to 
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Now *tis certain, that Impartiality in our En 
quiries after. Truth, is neceſſary to the Attair 
ment of the ſame 1n a virtuous Manner, Try 
indeed, it is, that Men may by the Benefit of 
good Education and impartial Predeceſſors, kno, 
Truth with little or no Examination, and pr 
ctiſe thereupon fo as to obtain the divine Favour 
If this were not the Caſe, how few could hop 
for the divine Favour ? For how few are imp: 
tial in their Enquiries? But does not every on 
know, that ſuch might believe Errors as well x 
Truth? That their believing Truth is purely a 
cidentai, and for any thing they know, their ſin 
= Truths are Errors? Had ſuch Perſons bee 
orn at Rome, they would have been Fapifts 1 
at Conſtantinople, Muſſelmen; if at Feruſalen 
Jews; it in China, Diſciples of Confucius ; an 
if in Egypt of old, they would have worſhipped 
Caif. There is therefore nothing approveable i 
believing Truth in this Manner. Enquiry is n 
ceſſary to attain the Knowledge of Truth in a 
approveable Manner. But even Enquiry, if t 
not impartial, will only tend perhaps to confin 
Errors. Nor can any Enquiry but what is 1mpal 
tial, be called !Enquiry after Truth, but Enqui 
for Arguments to ſupport a received Opinio 
Suppoſe a Man who believes the peculiar I 
arines of Arius or Socinus, ſhould pretend tot 
theſe Doctrines by the Scriptures. If he cal 
with a Love to the Principle he believed tru 
wiſhing it might prove trde; then would 
ſtrain ſuch Paſſages as ſeemed to oppoſe him, in 
his Favour. But conld any Perſon call this, E 
quiry after Truth? Surely, No. And is it n 
equally true in every Doctrine, when in readi 
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he Bible we are determined it ſhall or ſhall not 
e contained there? A Perſon reading the Bible 
er ſo often with this Diſpoſition of Mind, 
as no Hazard to attain the Knowledge of 
ruth. 

A Temper of Soul open to Conviction, ſeeking 
ruth in the Love of it, is one of the moſt com- 
endable Qualities a Man can poſſeſs. It ar- 
ues a true Greatneſs of Soul, not to be tied down 
the Belief of a Doctrine or Doctrines, becauſe 
nght by this, or the other Man, or Number of 
len. The Scriptures, which always judge ac- 
rding to Truth, give proper Encomiums and 
ue Encouragement to this Temper of Mind: 
rove all Things: hold faſt that which is good, ſays 
au, 1 Thefs. v. 21. i. e. impartially examine all 
ch Doctrines and Principles by the Word of 
od, as Men pretend to found thereon, and ad- 
ere to what is beſt founded upon the ſame. The 
ile Man tells ns, Prov. xiv. 15. that credulous 
d unthinking Perſons aſſent to Principles with- 
t Examination; but a Man who would avoid 
npolition, and receive Truth in the Love ot it, 
cautious what he receives for Truth, and ſees 
oof before he aſſent. The Simple believeth every 
ord, but the prudent Man looketh well to his go- 
g. The Bereans have a good Character given 
em for their acting from this Temper, Aﬀs xvii. 
. They were more noble than thoſe of Theſlaloni- 
, becauſe they received the Mord of God with all 
zadineſ; of Mind, i. e. with unpre judiced Souls 
tended to Information ; and ſcarched the Krip- 
res daily, whether theſe Things were ſo, i. e. exa- 
ined impartially whether the Doctrines of the 


oltles were agreeable to the written wy of 
oh od 


18 A Trial of the preſent Spirit, 
God or not We have a great (harager alfn g 
ven to Nathaniel for this fame Reaſon, by a pe 
fectly wiſe and juſt Judge, John i. 45, 46, 4 
48, 49 Behvild an ljracl te indeed, in whom il 
ig no Guile. Our divine Redeemer gives him th 
glorious Character, for his laying aſide Pregudig 
Patton, and worldly Views, and coming, in 9 
ſition to his Prejudices againſt a Naz rene, u 
on Philip's rational and Chriſtian Invitation, to 
tisfy himſelf of the Nature of our Savionr's 
ctrine. This Conduct of the Bereans, &5c. ſhoy 
alſo be ours in all one Enquiries after Truth 
more eſpecially in Matters of Religion. 
\ ſhould not think a Doctrine true or falte, becau 
many have been of one Opinion, a few of ani 
ther: For, it Numbers are to determine | rut! 
the Heathen Idolatry will carry it; the Mahon 
14 tan come in before the Chriſtian, and the Royg 
fy Cathol:ck before the Protejtant, We ſhould n 
09H like a Doctrine, becauſe one Man, or Number 
14 Men we eſteem, looked upon the ſamæ as true 
| N this would keep all Men in the Way of thinkin 
f 
f 


they once are of, nor ſuffer any to be convert 
to Chriſtianity, or /rom Popery, or any Errc 
Ft. No; let us when we go abont to examine any Pri 
ceiple or Practice in Religion, tho' ever ſo co 
: trary to our darling Tenets, what we have lo 

1 believed Orthodox, or were told is ſo, ſuppoſe 
147 for tome Time equally true with their own, as 
wy. go to the Bible, determined in Favour of no Op 
1 nion, and reſolve to believe whatever appears! 
i| be taught there. This perhaps may appear diff 
"8h cult to many; but it we act not ſo, we can neu 

it hope to attain the Knowledge of Truth. *Tisn 
"il doubt true, that after the moſt impartial Loos 
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o en may err: This is the Nature of all finite Be- 
2 Vi. bit ſurely there is more Virtue, at leaſt, 
+ ; (5 C11me, in the Error of an unprejudibed En- 
T0 


irer, (as he errs in Poiuts of lefler Moment, 
1:1 only 1a luch does he err, if he endeavours to 
as well as know the Will of God) than in the 


cthodoxy of one who is only im the Right by 
„ Mhance, or without Enquiry ſtumbles upon 
to ruth. Every one muſt ſee that there is nothing 
don o proveable in believing Truth, any more than 


ror, without Examination, or by Chance. Nay, 
e Perſon ſins by neglecting to encreafe the Fa- 
Ities God gave him to underſtand the Gotpel. 
at the Man who is impartial in his Enquiries, 
ts a commendable Part. His emp oying his 
s Powers in Endeavours after Truths in Religi- 
n, is virtuous or approveable; and if he errs, 


Ty is Ecror is unavoidable, and therefore not ſin- 
| ] ; 
her - 


Suppoſe ye not, that if a Maſter ſhould ſend 
orth two Servants in queſt of ſomething he had 
dſt, it the one ſhould ſearch diligently, uſe all 
ollible Means he could conceive of to fiad the 
ame, but could not; and the other negle& all 
nquiry, yet — find what he ſhould 
ave ſought for; ſuppoſe ye not that he would 
pprove the former mot e than the latter ? *Tis not 
> be doubted : And will not the Fudge of all the 
arth do what is right f 

Be pleaſed theretore with unprejudiced Hearts, 
ith a Love to Truth, and a Willingneſs to find 
nd embrace the ſame where ever it may appear, 
d attend me, whilſt, 


IV. I 
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A Trial of the preſent Spirit. 

TV. I bring the preſent Spirit ſo much boaſk 
of in this Part of the World, to the above Rul: 
and unprejudicedly try the ſame thereby; and 
it appears agreeable to, or different from 1} 
fame, approve and receive, or condemn and n 
ject it. | 

And here let me obſerve to you, that all pr 
feſſing Chriſtianity muſt allow, that unleſs Si 
ners do ſo repent of their Sins as to forſake the! 
and endeavour after a new Obedience in all Hol 


20 


neſs and Purity, they can have no rational Fouy 


dation to hope that their Sins ſhall be pardone( 
or that they can be admitted into Heaven. Im 
enitent Workers of Iniquity have no Ground t 
= for any thing better than a fearful Indigna 
tion and Wrath, Woe, Tribulation and Auguiſb | 
their future Portionen. | 
*Tis alſo certain, that all true Penitents, 5 
who ſo repent as to forſake and amend, will be 
accepted by God in Chriſt, as if they had ne ve 
finned : Their Sins will not be imputed to them 
for by thus repenting, they do what is right. Se 
how the Prophet Ezekiel expreſſes himſelf upo 
this Point, Chap. xxx11. 13, 14, 15, 16 Verſe 
The Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall not ſan 
him in the Day that he finneth ; nor the Sins of th 
Wicked condemn him when he repents of them; l 
ball not die, but live. 
It will al ſo be allowed by all who fix Ideas t 
their Words, who uſe Words, not becauſe the) 


are common in the Part of the World they live in, d 


they have learned them like a Parrot, but becauſ 
they underſtand them; that Converſion, whe 
applied to Sinners, ſignifies the ſame Thing with 


true Repentance: For to be converted, accordiny 
| k 
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aſi the original Meaning of the Phraſe, ſignifies 
Ru be turned from ſomething a Perſon was accu- 


omed to believe or practiſe, to the oppoſite. 
ow, when this is applied to Sinners, it muſt ſig- 
ify the actual forſaking of Sin, and endeavouring 
) perfect Holineſs in the divine Fear. 

It will, I preſume, alſa be allowed, that urg- 
ng Sinners to Converſion, 1s one very great Part 
fa Miniſter's Buſineſs, and which by. all pro- 
er Methods he ſhould endeavour to promote. It 
Iſo ought to be the main Concern of every hu- 
ane Being, to endeavour to know themſelves, 

get acquainted with the Frameof their own 
onls, and upon what Footing they ſtand with 
zod. | 
Nor is it to be denied, but that God by his Spi- 
t, may communicate good Sentiments to the 
umane Soul, in a Manner ſuited to its Nature: 
or as God framed various Ranks of Creatures, 


1evelWis to be ſuppoſed he treats them like what they 
lem e: Experience proves this; for upon inanimate 

SeeWcings, he operates like Machines as they are: 
upodW'ts therefore noways abſurd to conclude, that the 
erſe vine Spirit ſhould operate upon the humane 


Find, as a rational Mind can be worked upon; 
herwiſe we ſhould ſuppoſe God had framed 
reatures, but had not reſerved to himſelf a 
ower to treat them, or operate upon them like 
hat they are, 


Theſe few Things being premiſed, I ſhall, 


n, oth the greateſt Caution, and a ſincere Regard 
zauſd Truth and Holineſs, to the Glory of God and 
hee Good of hamane Souls, proceed to conſider 


e Nature, Effects and Evidences of the preſent 


ppoſed Converſion in this Part of the Mons, 
that 
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22 Trial of the preſent Spirit, 
that we may all be the better able to judge. 
the Nature of the Spirit from whence it flows. 
- To any Perſon, thit with an u:prequdice 
Mind hath viewed the ſame for theſe ſix Momh 
paſt, or more, I preſume its Nature will appes 
to be this, or very near, vn. A ſudden and tern 
ble Fear of divine Wrath, or the Mileries' « 
Hell, occaſioning in ſome a Senſation of Col; 
in moſt a very extraordinary Warmth all ov 
the Body; cauſing People to cry as it diſtraed 
to ſhed Tears in great Plentv; throwing man 
into Convulſions, and a few for ſome Time int 
Deſpair. This continues with the generality bu 
fr a very ſhort Seaſon, (tho' ſome few feel it a liti 
longer.) In a few Days or leſs, the Cloud blow 
tor ordinary, over; the Terror is at an End, an 
a more than common Chearfulneſs ſucceeds; al 
their D fficulties and Doubts are removed, an 
immediately a Certainty that all their Sins : 
pardoned, and that they ſhall be ſaved, take 
place; and that all their after Sins, how many « 
— ſoever they be, will be overlooked, up 
their confidently relying on the Merits of ol 
Redeemer. | | 

Its Effects, in general are, a bold talking 
Experiences, as ſoon as the Terror is over; b 
which if we judge as we would in other Caſes, 
are to underſtand their Righteouſneſs; tho? i 
the mean Time that they are filling our Ears wit 
ſuch Viſcourſe, they would have us believe the 
the moſt humble and ſelf-denied of Mankind; 
Contempt of all others, eſpecially ſuch as ſect 
to queſtion any thing of what they ſay of the 
Experiences; boldly calling ſuch carnal, 2 
ſentencing them to eternal Miſery, who dema 

| ma 
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A Trial of the preſeut Spirit. 23 
ore Evidence than they think proper to give, to 
onviuce them their Spirit is from God; refuſin 

> reaſon upon their Principles, telling the World 
one are capable to judge of their Doctrines or 
xperienc*s but ſpiritual Men; i. e ſuch as are 


PF: heir Opinions. Irs Effects upon many of their 
rue chers are very uncommon, diveſting them ot 
by F | Charity to ſuch as oppoſe, tho' ever fo con- 
OI 


ien ibuſly, this preſer-t Scheme; moving them 
) ſhut the Gates of Heaven againſt the whole 
umane Race, but themſelves and a few of their 
riends, whoſe Sins God will not be offended at, 


ui he will not approve the righteous and Chriſtian 
4 by ehaviour of others: To deſpiſe or lightly eſteem 
lige great Duties of Morality, ſo dlearly taught, 
low powerfully enforced, -and declared by our Sa- 
aug our, to be neceſlary Conditions of Salvation. 


Some of them it moves ro leave their own par- 
cular Congregations deſtitute of the Ordinances 
Chriſt, and travel to and fro upon the Earth, 


tak: iriting People againſt their Paſtors, who are 

ny dt of their Stamp, by repreſenting them as car- 

by land dead Men, who have no more Right to 
Ol 


each than the Devil; to declare that many Er- 
rs in Judgment, Deluſions of the Devil, and 
rect Oppoſition to God's Word, are no Proof of 
ens being guided by a wrong Spirit; to reproach 


9, ople for not being affected with what they ſay, 
0 "Wc. becauſe they do not ſhed Tears, fall down 
s Wit Convulſions, ſcream, and prevent others 
then being benefited; to declare ſuch as oppoſe 
* em are guilty of Blafphemy againſt the Holy 


ſt; to neglect the Information of the Judg- 
nt, and apply to the Paſſions, eſpecially Fear 
almoſt conſtantly inſiſting upon Subſects of 
Terror, 
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undoubtedly certain, 


24 A Trial of the preſent Spirit. 
Terror, Hell and Damnation, with Pathos an 


moving Geſtures; to declare ſuch Things as G0 
declares he will condemn Men for, may yet 


found in God's own Children. 


Its Effects upon People, are Cenſor iouſneſs a 
Uncharitableneſs to ſuch as differ from them} 
that Point; ſpeaking evil of their Neighbours, de 
ſpiſing a holy and religious Life in all but the 
ſelves; fancying they are obliged to perſuade 
many as they can, to deſpife and leave the Mi 
ſtry of their Paſtors, it not agreeable to them 
pretending to God's peculiar Prerogative, ſearc| 
ing the Heart; taking deluded Imaginations f 
heavenly Viſions; fancyiag their Notte and U. 
charitableneſs, Religion; preferring the Diſcon 
ſes of an ignorant Perſon among them, to t 
moſt judicious and learned of ſuch as differ fro 
them; becoming Teachers of others, praying! 
public, and ſome laying aſide all Labour for tt 
Support of themſelves and Dependents. 

The Evidences upon which the Certainty ( 
their Converſion is founded, are their being ab 
to point out the Time of their firſt Convictio 
or remembring how ſome Expreſſions in a Se 
mon or Texts of Scripture, tho' not underſtod 
filled them with Terror, canſed them to wee 
ſcream, or fall into epileptic-like Fits; thus fin 
ing by ſome unknown Cauſe, or Text of Seri 
ture, or humane Expreſſions, or Imagination 
called Viſions ; and attributed to the divine Spit 
this Uneaſineſs removed, and Chearfulneſs fu 
ceed: From theſe and ſuch like Things, they jus 
that their own, and the Convertion of others, 4 


Ti 
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* 8 This I thiak a juſt Account of the Nature, Ef- 
Go -&s and Evidences of the; preſent Converſion, 
et nen ſtripped of a Set of ' Phraſes and Geſtures, 
which it owes no ſmall Part of its Succeſs, It 
reads like an epidemical Diſtemper, catches at 


mi . : 
e Eyes, and by a kind of Sympathy, | prevails 
wa r all Ages and Sexes, but e the 


ounger Women and Children. 


* Let me now take and compare this with the 
"1c of our Faith and Practice, that we may judge 
. om what Spirit it ſprings And here I would 


xferve, That as God made Men reaſonable Crea- 
res, he treats them as ſuch, nor requires them 
believe any Thing but what he gives them ſuſ - 
1ent Evidence to convince a rational Mind, is 
ue. I would alſo take Notice of what is gene- 


eus believed by all Chriſtians, viz. That there 
| * e extraordinary and ordinary Communications 


the Divine Spirit to the humane Mind; and 
eſe are capable of being proved by different De- 


Be ees and Kinds of Evidence 3 | 
+ be Apoſtles of our Lord had the Spirit in an 
8 rraordinary Manner, and for evidencing the 


me both to themſelves and others, were enabled 

God to work Miracles and foretel future E- 
nts, which according to the true Intent of the 
ophecy came to paſs, Their Doctrine had a 
ly and purifying Tendency ; was perfectly rea- 
nable, worthy of God to diſcover, and Man to 
s ewe; — of being defended: They were 
ling alſo to reaſon. with any Perſons who dif 
d from them, and convince Gainfayers ; nor 
we find them caſting Names of Reproach upon 
h as were engaged in the common Cauſe, for 
tterences in Opinion. They alſo ane 

D an 
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and approvd an impartial Enquiry, and u 
reaſonable - Methods to ſatisfy Men of their | 
rors. If this be true, tis ſelf-evident, the Sp; 
operating in this Part of the World at preſe 
and appearing in ſuch as call themſelves Conve 
is not the Spirit the Apoſtles had, becauſe ne 
of its Effects appear: For ſuch as now boaſt of 1 
Divine Spirit, cannot work Miracles, nor do 
hope they fancy they can foretel future Even 
tho ſome of them have the Impudence ( ma 
not ſay Wickedneſs) to pretend to nothing le 

Nor is their Converſion rational, (and the 
fore not from the ordinary Motions of the Divi 
Spirit) as even the firſt Appearance of it plain 
proves. More like a bodily Diſtemper, than 
religions Conviction, cauſing People to look a 
act diſtractedly, to ſhed Tears, to diſturb Got 
Worſhip by their Noiſe, and fall into paralytic 
hyſterick, or epileptick- like Convulſions a 
Spaſms: That this is not acting like reaſonat 
Creatures in Religion, is ſelf-evident: Are th 
then {uppoſeable to come from the Divine Spit 
Are not his Operations rational ? Can any Thi 
elſe work 1n an irreſiſtable Manner, but Arg 
ment and Reaſon upon a reaſonable Subject? 
certain the Spirit of God of old manifeſted atk 
in no ſuch Way. Were the Apoſtles in any ſu 
extraordinary Diſorders, or agitated by Cony 
ſions at their firſt Converſion, or when they 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt? Or any of the Primit 
Chriſtians, tho' generally Idolaters before C 
verſion, among whom, if any where, ſuch ext 
ordinary Commotions might be expected? If tht 
were, tis ſtrange they never communicated 4 
ſuch Things to us, to be a Rule for After-ages 


qui 
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dge by. Tis true, that ſeveral Perſons were 
;:bed to the Heart : i. e. had Remorſe of Con- 


once upon Peter's preaching that Fefus was the 
op ue Meſlias, and ſhewing how barbaroufly he had 
eſen 


-en murdered; but there appears no ſuch, extra- 
dinary Commotions among them as in our 
Jays, nor Confuſion; the Jaylor and the Apoſtle, 
ul do alſo enquire, what they ſhall do tobe ſaved, 
- become acceptable to God; but they did not cre- 
enge 2 publick Diſturbance, nor fall into Convul- 
ns, neither then nor afterwards, nor go away 
paſting of Experiences, and damning all that 
fferd from them about the Modus of Conver- 
on. They did not fancy, as appears to us, that 
they could but confidently believe that Chriſt 
ed for their Sins, no more was neceſſary, their 
ns were no Sins; nor would God be diſobliged 
ith them for Sin: No; they enquir'd what were 
e Duties they owed to God and Man, and hav- 
g obtained a rational and convincing Account, 
ona away reſolved to comply with the tame, and 


e the ping for, Salvation thereupon. | 

Spi Tis true, that ſuch Things not being common 
ThE our Days, is no Argument but it may be juſt 
by d good; but the like never having been 1n the 


zoltles, nor any other Age of the Church, is, 
ethinks, a ſtrong Preſumption that tis not from 
e Divine Spirit; for in all his extraordinary 
omt-pourings, he acts uniformly, awakening 
en's Attentions, and convincing their Judg- 
imients by Miracles and Argument. Thus did the 
| irit act in the Days of Moſes, and our Saviour, 
me, I know, are fo weak as to fancy theſe two 
Inſtances countenance the preſent Commo- 


ns, becauſe there is Mention made of trem- 
D 2 bling 
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28 A Triat ef the preſent Spirit. 

bling and falling down; but how careleſs ſuche 
In reading the Scriptures, a brief View of t. 
Paſſages will convince us. The Hiſtory of f 
Taylor's Converſion we have Ad xvi from f 
23d to the 31ſt Verſe. And when they had la 
many Siripes upon them, they caſt them into Prise 
charging the Faylor to keep them ſafely Who bg 
ing received ſuch a Charge, thruſt them into the i 
ner Priſon; aud made their Feet faſt in the Sto 
And at Midnight Paul anil Silas prayed, and ſa 
Praiſes unto God and the Priſoners heard thr 
And ſuddenly there was a great Earthquake, ſo th 
the Foundations of the Priſon were ſhaken: and i 
meatately all the Doors were opened, and every on 
Bands were looſed. And the Keeper of the Prij 
awaking out of bis Sleep, and ſeciug the Pr1ſon-du 
open, be drew out his Sword, and would have h 
led him elf, ſuppoſing that the Priſoners had bu 
fled. But Paul cried with a loud Voice, ſaying, l 
thyſelf no harm; for we are all here, Ihen he u 
led for a Light, and jprang in, and came tremblin 
and fell down before Paul and Silas; and brong 
them out, and ſaid, Sirs, What muſt I do 10 
ſaved ? Now is there the leaſt Evidence, (as extr 
ordinary a Caſe as this is) that his tremblin 
or falling down proceeded from the immedi 
Operations of the Divine Spirit upon his Min 
Is it not ſelf-evident, that Fear of temporal Pi 
niſhment, or Loſs of Eſtate cauſed him to dra 
his Sword to take away his own Life? And is 
not natural to conclude, that this Paſſion cault 
the Trembling alſo? Here is a manifeſt Cauk 
which for an imaginary Cauſe we are not to gi 
up. Tis indeed true, that as ſoon as the Fear al 


Terror was over, and he began to refle&, the M 
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cle awakned his. Conſideration, and brought 
m to examine the Religion Paul and Silas were 

er ſecuted for. * ge b 
And is it not equally evident, that Paul's fal- 

ng down was owing to the. Miracle, and not to 
y C mvictions of Sin, or Motions of the Divine 
pirit? For is it to be ſuppoſed, if theſe had been 
e Cauſe, that he would not have known whom 

2 perſecuted > Which 'tis plain he did not, as 
is Hiſtory, As ix. informs us. 106 5 
But alas! why ſhould fo great Streſs be laid 

pon ſhedding Tears, and convulſive Motions? 
re theſe true Evidences of good Diſpoſitions? 
do they not ſpring from mechanical Cauſes? Are 
hey not the Effect of a ſudden Motion, of the 
lood and Animal Spirits in Perſons of abound ig 
luids and weak Nerves? The aptneſs of Chil- 
ren and Women to weep more eaſily and in 
reater Abundance than grown Perſons or Men, 
8 a plain Proof of this; Anatomy convincing us, 
hat their Fluids are more numerous in Propor- 
ion to their Solids, and their Nerves weak. 
ay. does not the Impoſſibility of ſome Perſons 

hedding Tears upon any Account, even tho' their 
bodies were to be torn into ten Thouſand Pieces, 
nd univerſal Nature in a Conflagration around 
hem evidently prove theſe Things are canttitu- 
10nal? Some Perſons being capable to ſhed Tears 
pon leſſer Occaſions, but upon more extraordi- 
ary ones having no Appearance of any, proves 
uch Things no Evidences of extraordinary A. 
akenings, or good Diſpoſitions And will not 
ne fame hold good in Convulſions? Were you 
ſee a Roman Catholick Prieſt after the Celebra- 


on of Maſs upon ſome extraordinary Day, talk 
in 
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30 A Trial of the preſent Spirit. 
in wild enthuſiaſtick Strains, and at proper pe 
ods hold up the Crucifix and Effigies of our 82 
our, more crying would happen than at any 
the warmeſt Sermons ever preached in New-Ey 
land. Are all ſuch ſavingly wrought upon? Pr; 
God the Lives of ſuch as call themſelves Cy 
verts, may not be of a Piece with their Alte 
lives. Nay, tho' our Souls and Bodies are fo 1 
nited that the Affections of four Minds opera 
mechanically upon our Bodies, and whatew: 
raiſes the Paſſion may produce ſuch Effects; ye 
Is it not ſtrange to ſay theſe Things prove nothin 
one Way or other? Is it not a ſtrong Preſun 
ption, that the Spirit that deprives a Man 
Senſe and Reaſon, and unqualifies him for Inſtn 
ction, is not, cannot be from God? Our Lon 
who had the Spirit without Meaſure, never ſo 1 
Qed : Tis true, God's Spirit is not to be limited 
but we know a wiſe Spirit will always act wiſel 
and reaſonably. | 

How conſcious do the Abbettors of the preſen 
Scheme appear of the Irrationality of their Scheme 
by refuſing to reaſon upon the ſame, branding a 
ſuch as demand reaſonable Evidence. with the Tith 
of carnal Reaſoners, unregenerate Perſons. ? Ne 
will they allow any a Right to judge of the Truth 
their Doctrines or Experiences, until they firſt ar 
of their Way of thinking; as if they were conſc 
ous it could not recommend itſelf to a ration 
unprejudiced Enquirer. They would therefon 
unqualify all but themſelves to judge in the Mat 
ter. 

We muſt firſt ſuppoſe all they ſay true, an 
then look for Evidences; an ingenious Way! 


propagate Error, but ſuch as Truth needs 10 
a 


A Trial of the preſent Spirit. 31 
] wonld be aſhamed of! Agreeable to this, 
Sermons in general of the Heroes of this 
heme, as they are not fit, ſo neither are they 
tended to inform the Judgment; this 1s a Power 
the humane Mind they make light of, and 
em conſcious is none of their Friends; tis to the 
Mons they apply, theſe they endeavour to 
iſe, and look upon as the Springs of their Suc- 
ſs. Now when the Paſſions are not under the 
vernment of a well informed Judgment, but 
atified without the Approbation of Conſcience, 
ey drive Men to all Follies; the Man is like a 
ip at Sea in a Storm, without Helm, Captain, 
mpaſs, Sun or Stars; in ſuch a Caſe ſudden 
ranſports, ſtrong Cryings, Convulſions and 
oods of Tears are not ſtrange. x 
Why ſhould Men almoſt perpetually preach 
on Subjects of Terror? Is there any Vertue, 
Wy Thing approveable in abſtaining from all 
il, or doing good Actions purely for Fear of 
niſhment, or in hope of a Reward ? No ſurely ; 
r Animals may, by good or evil Treatment, be 
ade to abſtain from what 1s hurtful, and do 
1at is uſeful : So Children by Rods and ſweet 
akes may be reſtrained from ſome Actions, and 
finenced to others. Surely none will diſcover 
much of the Animal or Child, as to fancy there 
any thing approveabe in ſuch Actions of Ani- 
als or Children: And can the ſame Actions done 
adult Perſons, and proceeding from the ſame 
inciples, be approveable ? Nay, when an A- 
jon is done partly from Love to God, or Bene» 
lence, and partly from a ſelfiſh Principle, 1s 
t the Good of the Action increaſed or diminiſh- 
in exact Proportion as the one or other pre- 
vailed 
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lick Spirit, which enjoins Miniſters zo ti 


32 A Triat of the preſent Spirit. 
vailed in the doing of'it? Is it not very ſuryy 
zing therefore to hear Men almoſt perpetual 
turning upon this Hinge with Pathos, and my 
ing Geſtures, and yet fancy God's Spirit is at wat 
among them, and his Work promoted there) 
when God has declared *tis his ſtrange Work, aq 
our Saviour uſed the ſame but ſeldom ? Geſtuy 
and Pathos prove the Speaker or Actor to be 
earneſt, but contain no Argument for Proof 
any Thing he ſays; and to ſuppoſe it has any 
ther Language, is Nonſenſe. The Spirit then 
fore that would perſwade by Geſtures and Pat 
inſtead of Argument, that takes the contrary W 
to promote Religion, than our Saviour did w 
had the Spirit above Meaſure that makes wh 
God has declared his ſtrange Work, their chief 
only Work, uſing that for a Principle that ſhoul 
be uſed only as a ſecondary Motive, has a ſtro 
Preſumption not to be from God. 

Is a Miniſter's leaving the particular Socie 
of Chriſtians to which he was ordained as a 
Paſtor; deſtitute of Sermons, from the Divi 
Spirit? How different is it from the Apo 


heed to themſelves, and the Flock over which 
Holy Choſi has made them Over ſeers ? Is this tots 
Heed to, or Care of their Flocks, to leave the 
deſtitute of the Ordinances of Chriſt ? 

Is the going into other Chriſtian Societies at ti 
Deſire of a few di ſaffected People, and increaſi 
Diviſions among the People of God, or betwe 
them and their Paſtor, by repreſenting him 
carnal, dead, &. from the Divine Spirit? b 
not as oppoſite as Light and Darkneſs to the 


poſtle's Advice juſt now mentioned, and the 1 
| en 
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his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 


5 W. . * 
- Wan a dead Man to the begetting a living Child 
_ dm the Divine Spirit? Is not this to make the 
ow 2405 and Efficacy of Ordinances depend upon 
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enor of the New Teſtament? We find Pant ex- 


orting to mutual Love and Charity, ſuch as 
aintained different Opinions, even tho they 
ere for mingling Judaiſm and Chriſtianity toge- 
er; exhorting Men not to mind" high Things, 
t condeſcend to Men of low Eflate, and in Lou- 
eſs of Mind to eſteem others better than themſelves ; 
xd for Difference in Opinion, not to judge or 
ſpiſe one another. Read unprejudicedly the wth 
hapter of Paul's Epiſtleto the Romans, and xinth 
Is the peremptory aſſerting that an unconverted 
iniſter has no more Right to preach than the 
evil; that he cannot do good to his People, nor 
y more contribute to the Converfion of others, 


good or evil Diſpoſitions of the Perſons ad- 
iniſtring them? Nay, if an unconverted Mini- 
r has no more Right to preach than the Devil, 
has no more to baptize; and I prefume no 
ron would look upon himfelt as baptized at 
if the Devil was the Miniſter: Conſequently, 
baptized by unconverted Miniſters are unbap- 
ed; all baptized by the lately converted Mini- 
rs before their Converſion, they ſhould re- bap- 
e, as has lately been done in the third Precinct 
Hadley, to one brought up in the Church of 
ne, and according to the Cuſtom of the Church, 
ely baptized in Infancy: Yea, all Converts, 


n Miniſters and People ſhould be re-baptized, 


ney are not certain the Miniſter who baptized 
"mM was converted when he did ſo, Does not 
putting this or ſome ſuch. like Queſtion, Can 
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him caſt out Demons with ſuch a benevolent! 


4 Trial of the preſent Spirit. 
a dead Man beget a living Child? And, addi 
no more can an unconverted Miniſter do any good 
or convert his People; plainly confine the div 
Goodneſs to the Operations of Men? yea, ta 
the Power of Converſion abſolutel y out of Go 
Hand, and arrogantly and proudly confine 1 
ſame, and all Goodneſs to a few conceited, paſſ 
nate and uncharitable Men? Did the Apoſtl 
Words, Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but 
God that giveth the Increaſe, never come into ſu 
Perſons 'Thoughts? Were they never born hor 
upon their Minds ? 

Does not alſo the Scripture Notion of true Co 
verſion, or Repentance, imply in it, Reſtitutic 
to ſuch as were injured by us? And is it not e 
tain, that all Miniſters, (according to the abo 
Doctrine) who are converted ſome Time aft 
Ordination, whether two, ten, or twenty Len 
have robbed their People of one, or two, 
three, Sc. Hundred Pounds every Year of the 
unconverted Miniſtry? Ought they not then 
reſtore the ſame? Can we judge them true Cl 
verts if they do not? To anſwer, they have 
not, would be very weak in other Robber! 
Let them be content to live upon Neceſſaries, ti 
are few, and eaſily purchaſed, and wear ol 
what will cover Nakedneſs, and ſcreen them fr 
the Intemperance of the Weather, until they! 
pay their Robberies. 

What ſtrange Notions muſt ſuch have of! 
Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, who can fat 
that ſuch as oppoſe them are either blind or gu 
of it? When our Saviour charged the Fews v 
this Crime, the Caſe was this. They had | 


A Trial of the preſent Spirit.” 35 
Vn as convinced them he did it by the Power of 
e Holy Ghoſt; yet did they through Malice, at- 
bute his Miracles to the Devil; acting againſt 
e Convictions of their own Minds, and with 
alicious Diſpoſitions. Now will any of theſe 
ntlemen alledge, that ſuch as hear them preach, 
in the Circumſtances the Fews were in when 
r Saviour wrought this Miracle? Surely every 
od Man would hope they are not fo vain : Can 
Man hear them, but he muſt be blind, or con- 
nced that they act from the Impullſes of the di- 
e Spirit? Nor oppoſe them but out of Malice to 
r Saviour, and the Cauſe of God? To ſay there 
nothing wanting to conſtitute this Sin, (or Blaſ- 
emy we ſhould ſay) but the not acting in op- 
ſition to Light, is as much as to ſay, Men are 
ity of the moſt of that Sin, tho' they want 
2 Whole. | 
Can that Spirit be from God, that leads Men 
o Contrarieties to God's Word? Then are Good 
d Evil meer empty Names, purely arbitrary. 
as any Perſon ever fo bold as to ſuppoſe, (until 
ry lately) that ſuch of the Corinthians, as at the 
ble of the Lord drank to Drunkenneſs, ſo as 
at many of them died thereby, or took their 
ther's Wives, were guided by God's m—_ ? 
r was it ever pretended by any but Fapfts, 


hey Mt Perſecution, which is as oppoſite to Chriſtia · 
ot, as Light to Darkneſs, or Good to Evil, was 
f be found in the Subjects of God's Kingdom. 


d as to judging and condemning of others as 
nal, unregenerate and dead, for Matters in 
dinion, where God in his Word has not con- 
ned them, or pretending to know Mens 
arts, tis uſurping the divine Prerogative and 

diethron- 
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more. than many. 


A Trial of the preſent Spirit. 
dethroning God; yea, doing what he has aſſus 


us he will condemn Men for. The Spirit the 
fore that leads Men to condemn others, and ju 


ges ſuch the Children of God, yea, his dear Ch 


dren, that habitually indulge themſelves in ſu 
Practices as God aſſures us he will condemn M 
for, is ſurely not the Spirit of God. 
Can that Spirit be from God, that ſuffers M 

to run into many falſe Doctrines and Errors, wh 
he condemns them? Then may Whitefield 1 
Weſtiy be both guided by God's Spirit, tho! th 
are ſolemnly contradicting one another; yt 
Fapiſis and Mabometans, for their Errors are 
That Spirit therefore tl 
would make Contradictions true, and the diy; 
Spirit the Author of many Errors, and yet 
Truth, is not, cannot be from God, Nor e 
that Spirit be from God, that would reconc 
God and the Devil, or make Men Subjects of 
vine Operations and diabolical Deluſions; un 
it can be proved, that Jaunes and Fambres u 
guided by God's Spirit, when they wrought th 
alſly-called Miracles in Egypt: For 'tis Nonſe 
to reaſon from the Oppoſers of Moſes, the Serv 
of the Lord, to God's ſuppoſed Servants; 
.conclude, becauſe the Enemies of God are deli 
ed by the Devil, that therefore his Friends n 
be deluded, and yet not deluded. That 89 
therefore that would reconcile God and the De 
and ſuppoſe we can ſerve two Maſters, is 
cannot be from God, | 
Nor can that Spirit be from God, that (zi 
not by Reaſon or godly Example, but by fe 
others fall down, hearing them cry, and * 
-unchal 


A Trial of the preſent" Spirit: 37 
charitably. This is no Way to convince nor 
nvert, and therefore not from God. eros | 
The leaving off all Labour and Induſtry for the 

pport of one's {elf and Dependents, is as op- 
plite to Paul's Spirit, as Darkneſs is to Light, 
ho tells us, that he who provides not for his own, 
c. is worſe than an Infidel ; and ſhould not eat. 


un 
then 
d Ju 
r Ch 
o I 
n M 


rs Mall Is the publiſhing their Experiences, and per- 
„ Wetually extolling their Succeſs in cauſing People 
id i weep and fal down, and magnifying their 
o tieMighteouſneſs, (which, if we judge as we would 
* 


other Caſes, where we would not be deceived, 
what we muſt for ordinary underſtand by their 
xperiences) and condemning others, from God's 
pirit? Does it not look more like that Spirit our 
aviour condemns ſo ſeverely ? That ſpiritual 
ride that moves Men to make a public Show of 
hat is commendable, and to want to be eſteem- 
d holier than other Men; . ſounding Trumpets be- 
W's them when they give Am, or pray, disfigur- 
g their Countenances, and hanging down ther 
ads like Bulruſbes, putting on demure Looks 
d attain the Applauſe of Men; if tis real, why 
ot inward, the hidden Man of the Heart, that 


ts; Maunteth not itſelf, ſpeaketh no Evil © How lively 
dell this Spirit deſcribed by our Saviour, in his Pa- 
ds Meble, Luke xviii. 9, 10, 11. And be ſpake this 
t SplMrable unto certain which truſted in themſelves 
> Dep at! they were righteous, and deſpiſed others : Two 


len went up into the Temple to pray; the on? a Pha- 

ee, and the other a Publican. The Phariſee ſtoad 

d prayed thus with bimſelf, God, I thank thee, 

bat I am not as other Men are, Extortioners, Un- 

| (can, Adulterers, or even as this Publican. How 

chaWic the Language of many in our Days, — 
5 than 
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38 A Trial of the preſemt Spirit. 
thank God, that they are not like other Me 
whom they repreſent as in a carnal and natun 
i. e. a damnable State? The Publican cries in H 
mility, God be merciful to me a Sinner. 

Our Saviour's Deciſion of this Matter, ſhes 
us, whether the Self-righteous, the Confiden 
and Deſpiſers of others, or the humble and fes 
ful will be moſt acceptable to God. I ſay un 
you, that Man went down into his Houſe jultified n 
ther than the other. With ſuch Perſons the A 
ſtle durſt not compare himſelf, 2 Cor. x. 1 2, & 
We dare not make ourſelves of the Number, or cu 
pare ourſelves with ſome that commend themſeluu 
But they meaſuring themſelves by themſelves, an 
comparing themſelves among themſelves, are not wi 
And, again, Not he that commenaeth himſelf is i 
proved, but whom the Lord commendeth. How 
are ſuch from taking the wiſe Man's Advice, to 
another, and not their own Mouth commend them! 

Is the deſpiſing of Morality, and ſpeaking co 
temptibly of all ſuch as eſteem it, calling ſuc 
Preachers as are for recommending a holy L 
and godly Practice, by way of Contempt, leg 
or moral Preachers, from the divine Spant 
What poor Notions muſt ſuch have of Chriftan 
ty, who talk at this rate? Deſpiſing what is 
Glory of Chriſtianity, the Perfection of the divi 
Nature, and the very Image of God in the 80 
without which no Man can be happy here. N 
indeed, if God would admit a we CH Perſon 
Heaven, could they enjoy any Happineſs there, wi 
out reſembling God in theſe 1mitable Perftethidl 
This is deſpiſing Chriſtianity, the Sum of whic 
as well as the Law, is Love to God and Mankin 
like the Phariſces of old, deſpiſing the * 

| ; - al: 
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A Trial of the preſent Spirit, 39 
as of the Law, Judgment, Rig hteouſneſi and 
„, and ſpraking lightly of pure and unde filed 
gion. *Tis contemning of what our Saviour 
s us, ſhall never be aboliſbed, tho) Heaven and 
th may. How would ſuch Perſons treat our 
jour were he upon Earth? Why, worſe, in 
e reſpects than the 7ews of old did, for they 
uld not ſuffer him to teach in their Churches 
it he _ as in the Goſpels, his Sermons 
uld be dull and dry Lectures of Morality. 
w meanly may ſuch Perſons think of our Sa- 
ur's never to be equalled Sermon on the 


T cunt? For who knows not that tis taken up in 
ſeluuſplaining and enforcing what is the Dignity, 
„ fection, and Happineſs of the humane Na- 
t ge, the ſublime Principles of Holineſs and Pu- 


y, or true Chriſtian Morality? And for the 
e Reaſon muſt our Saviour's Deſign of com- 
into the World, and giving himſelf for us, 
made light of; for he came to deftroy the Works 
the Devil, to redeem us from Iniquity, and purify 
a peculiar People, zealous of good Works : And 
Grace be oppoſed, which appeared to teach us 
deny Ungoadlineſs and worldly Lufts, and live 
hteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this World. 

s that Spirit from God, that makes Men for 
velations and heavenly Viſions, take deluded 
aginations? Imagination is indeed a natural 
wer of our Minds; but when not governed by 
aſon, tis the moſt deluſory Thing in Nature, 


nWSccially in Religion, leading Men to ſay and 
ig as well as believe the moſt abſurd Things; 
cia to bring a Man to believe that God uſes this 
big a Means of converting weak Minds, will re- 
= Ire a ſtrange Proof; becauſe it would 8 

ent 
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ſent God as uſing Deceit to inform. That Syj 
therefore that begins with, or works moſt yy 
the Imagination, is only an imaginary Spirit 


God]; and ſuch as depend upon ſuch a Thing, 


may allow to be but imaginary Chriſtians, 0 
verts, and Children of God. | 
Is exceeding great 'Terror for the Conſeque 
of Sin, and ſudden Chearfulneſs ſucceeding j 
ſhort Time, ſufficient Evidence for Men to fo 
the Certainty of their being in a State of Fan 
with God upon? Who has not ſeen Numbers 
Yeſterday's Converts, talking boldly of their! 
periences and Aſſurance, and in a few Days 
ing ſuch Things as are a Scandal to Humanity, 
well as our holy Religion; giving Occaſion 
ſuch as ſeek Occaſion to blaſpheme that 
Name by which we are all called? Tis, no dou} 
true, that the Wickedneſs and Apoſtacy of fon 
proves not that others will apoſtatiſe; but 
plainly proves, that ſuch Things as all that c 
themſelves Converts, enjoy in common, are p 
Grounds for Men to build the Certainty of Sal 
tion upon. Does not our Saviour tell us, that 
ſay, Lord, Lord, will be a vain Plea before G 
if we do not his Will? And what will the Enq 
ry be about at the Day of Judgment? Will it! 
be about feeding the Hungry, cloathing the Nal 
c. The doing theſe Things is the for, why ſu 
Perſons ſhall be admitted into Heaven, and t! 
Reverſe the for, why Men ſhall be caſt i 
Hell. Matthew xxv. Cc. 
Does the divine Spirit render every Thang 
communicates to the humane Mind, equally e 
tain with ſelf-evident Truths, or mathemati 
Demonſtration? How ignorant and wicked tit 
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as Gideon of old, when nothing leſs than two 
rely oppoſite Miracles would ſatisfy him that 
od would fulfil his Promiſe? | 
Who knows not that there are difterent Ways 
communicating Truth to the humane Mind, 
1d different Degrees of Evidence attending the 
ferent Ways of Communication? There are 
If.evident, demonſtrative, and probable Truths, 
ruths founded upon moral Certainty and Teſti- 
ony, the two firſt of which have the ſtrongeſt 
idence; for no ſooner is the Language and 
nnedtion underſtood, but Men are neceſſitated 
aſſent. But is a peculiar Warmth of Devoti- 
at ſome Times, ſufficient to render Men as 
rtain of their being in a State cf Favour with 
d, as they may be of the above Truths? Let 
ch look into our Saviour's Parable of the, Seed 
wn, and Heb. vi. and ſure they will be convin- 
d, that Men may be high in their own Opinion, 
tain great Gifts, taſte the good Word of God, 
d the Powers of the World to come, have great 
elings of Joy and Comfort, yea, receive the 
ly Ghoſt, and yet fall away. Is it not therefore 
prudent to make what Apoſtates may have, an 
dence of Converſion and God's Favour ? 
know 'tis ſaid, the Marks of a true Spirit men- 
ned 1n this Chapter, are to be found among the 
jects of this Work in general: Men are ſaid to 
convinced of Truth; particularly, that theScrip- 
es are of divine Original; that Chriſt is the 
n of God, and Saviour of Sinners; that there 
God who hates Sin, to whom we muſt give an 
count, Sc. Theſe are DoQrines that all pro- 
ed Chriſtians own for Truth; but ſuch as are 
Subjects of this Work, are ſaid to believe 
F thele 
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theſe Things more diſtinctly and clearly; 
how? Have they had immediate Revelations 
ſuch Things? No; this is not pretended : Do th 
receive them by the common Way of attain; 
ſuch Truths under the ordinary Influences of 
divine Spirit? This requires Reaſoning and Stu 
cloſe Care and Application, uſe of Helps, 
Time, which 1s not the Way ſuch pretend to 
tain this Knowledge: Nor is there any other W 
of obtaining Information 1n Religion, And 
deed agreeable to their Knowledge, ſuch is th 
Reaſoning, proving by Aſſertions, confuting 
hard Names; fo that they generally ſupp 
Things to be true, without any Proof. But 

haps we are not to enquire how we came b f 
Things, but thank God we have them; i. e. 
are to thank God that we believe Truth, beſe 
we know whether we believe Truth or Err 
And indeed ſuperior Holineſs is as far from the 
as ſuperior Knowledge. Their leſs Eſteem oft 
Reales, Profits and Honours of this Wor 
wants Proof. Do not even the greateſt Her 
of the Scheme dreſs as gay, and love Money 
well as others? And ſome going ſlovenly, a 
leaving off Labour, is no Evidence of defpiti 
the World in any other than a vicious Senf 
And who ſo fond of Honour and Applauſe? 

they not always magnifying one another, or the 
ſelves, boaſting of the Numbers they can frig 
into their Scheme, calling it, bringing them hi 
to Chriſt * And is it nat ſelf-evident there is no! 
ther Love to Men among them, but a me 
Counterfeit, ſuch as may be found among Pirate 
Robbers, Publicaus and Sinners? A diſintereft 
Love to Enemies being what they are void 0 
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re Evidence they are not the Children of our 


tber which is in Heaven. Tis therefore no 
Wore than a Pretence that ſuch Things are among 


wr em, great boaſting empty Words of ſuperior 
of nſe and Knowledge, Purity and Charity, But 
Sc are told, Drunkards are become ſober, pro- 
« ane Perſons and Swearers uſe God's Name with 
| to everence, We. But are ſuck totally reformed ? 
r WIDe they free from the common Vice of God's 
And Har Children, uncharitable and raſh judging of 


hers? Ils not this their very Element? And is 
ch a Converſion any thing more than a Con- 


— | rfion from bad to bad, or worſe? And is it not 
PPEEctain ſuch are not God's Children? For whoſo« 

v D keeps the whole Law, and yet offends in one 

re Win, 7s guilty of all, James 11. 10. 

bein That Spirit therefore that unqualifies Perſons to 
Ern eeive Information, that begins with the Imagi- 

1 thelſ412912 or Paſſions, that uſes not the Way to pro- 


Wote Religion our Saviour and his Apoſtles did, 
at influences Men to take Imagination for Reve- 
ion, and Deluſions of Fancy for heavenly Vi- 

ons; that deſpiſes the Underſtanding, would 


1 le Religion and Reaſon oppoſite, makes Men 
{piſ lh Judgers, Confiners of divine Operations to 
Sent emſelves and Friends; that leads them to en- 
> avour Diviſions among Chriſtian People, be- 
then een them and their Paſtors, that deſpiſes what 


r Saviour has made neceſſary, viz. Morality; 
at lays a Streſs upon Tears and bodily Geſtures z 
at deſtroys Reaſon, the Candle of the Lord, and 
cludes that from Converſion, without which 
ere can be no Religion; that would deſtroy the 
ifference between Good and Evil, Truth and 
hood; that would reconcile God and the _ 
vils 
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vil ; that leads Men to do what our Saviour 
clares he will condemn Men for, and yet | 
for his Favour, and call themſelves, and be 
led by others, the dear Children of God: 
makes that its chief Work which God has decl; 
his ſtrange Work; that makes Men believe t 
are converted, who are governed by Paſſion 
Appetite, or Ignorance; that deſpiſes Learr 
and Senſe, that influences Men to aſſume m 
than our Saviour did, the judging ſuch as bel 
them not, that needs ſome By-ſtanders to inſt 
the Subjects of its Operations often how to exp 
they know not what: that endeavours to an 
weak Perſons, and ruin the Characters of ſucl 
are not of their Opinion, (which 'tis ſelf-evid 
is the Fruit of that Spirit now at work in this! 
of the World) is not, nay, impoſſible it ſho 
414816 be from God. 

WIE Thus have I endeavoured to ſet this Matte: 
411 a juſt and true Light, without Regard to the! 
117 vour or Contempt of Man; ſtudying only to 
II liver for Truth what appears to me 65 ; yet wol 
I not have any Perſon from what I have ſaid, 
look. npon Tears or Warmths in Devotion to 
criminal in themſelves, or Evidences of Dece 
No, the latter, at leaſt, is highly approveab 
but no Evidence to found the Certainty of Go 
Favour upon. Nor would I have any good N 
deſpair of finding ſufficient Evidence even in t 
Life, that they are in a State of Favour v. 
God, and will, through Chriſt, be accepted int 
Sight. There is a certain and infallible Way! 
which we may know how our State ſtands with 

ſpect to the divine Favour ; which, if your I 
ence will continue, I ſhall now proceed and g 
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u a brief View of. And this is none other but 
ſober, religious, godly Practice, by imitating 
od in his moral Perfections, by keeping all our 
(ons and Deſires in Subordination to Reaſon 
d Conſcience, informed by God's Word; by do- 
g what God requires, Juſtice, Mercy and Hu- 
llity; by ſincerely ſtudying to obey God, imi- 
ting our divine Redeemer, and practiſing ever 

race that is by Jeſus Chriſt to the Glory of God, 
his was our Saviour's Rule to judge of Men by, 
eir Fruits; becauſe Men cannot gather Grapes of 
hifiles, or Figsof T horns. And Paul tells us, 1 Cor. 
ji. That a Man may have Faith of the miraculous 
ind, the Knowledge of all Myſteries, give all 
sSubſtance in Alms, and willingly ſuffer Mar- 
rdom for his Principles, and yet want the Tem- 
er of Mind neceſſary to recommend him to 
od, yea, be nothing in God's Sight; called by 
e Apoſtle, Charity, and beautifully deſcribed 
om the 5th Verſe. John alſo gives a Rule, by 
hich we may diſtinguiſh the Children of God 
om all others, in the Chapter preceeding my 
ext, and is, the avoiding all Sin, and endeavour- 
g univerſal Righteouſneſs, Verſe 7, 8, 9. Let 


Man decerve jou; he that doth Righteouſneſs is 
ebteous, even as he is rigÞteaus ; he that commiteth 


u, i. e. who habitually indulges himſelf in any 
actice God condemns, ts of the Devil. He that 
Forn of God, cannot fin, The Meaning of which 


not that *tis abſolutely impoſſible for him to 


a ſinful Action; for if fo, there would be no— 
ing approveable in abſtaining from Evil. Nor 
the Meaning, as ſome would have us believe, 
at it he do ſuch Actions as are ſinful in them- 
ves, or would be Sins in others, that they will 

be 
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be none in him: This would be to encourage 
contrary to the Deſign of Saviour's Doctrine, 
ample and Death. But the Meaning is, the 
continued, wilful Violation of God's Law, | 
but in one Inſtance, is what no Man that is b 
of God will allow himſelf in; and he that d 
ſo, is no Child of God. So he tells us, Verſe 
He that doth not Righteouſneſs is not of God, 
ther he that loveth not his Brother. And, Verſe 
he. gives us to underſtand how Men may ki 
that we are paſled from Death to Life, very 
ferent from that now in Faſhion, viz. loving 
Brethren. IT know, indeed, that fome con 
Brother in Religion, to ſuch as are of their 
nion about Converſion, and with the Jes or 
blicans, or a Set of Pirates, they deſpiſe the! 
of Mankind, fancying that by Loving ſuch, f 
fulfil this noble Duty, and are poſleſled of 
divine Temper. But is it poſſible for any um 
judiced Mind to conclude, that our Saviour or 
Apoſtles intended to confine our Love to 
Sect? Will it not be allowed, that when we 
enjoined to love our Neighbour as ourſelves, t 
the Perſon for whom we are to have ſo ſtrong 
Affection, is the ſame with him who is elſewh 
ſtiled our Brother? Now, who our Neighbour 
our Saviour has told us in the Parable of the M 
robbed and wounded, and overlooked in his! 
ſtreſs by a Prieft and a Levite, but taken to an! 
by one of another Nation, (between whom: 
the Jews there was no Communion, becauſe 
Differences in Religion) and treated with Hun 
nity and Friendſhip. And in his incompardl 
Sermon, he tells us, to love them that love us, 
do no more than Sinners, and that Love 
nem 
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155 emies is neceſſary to conſtitute us God's Chil- 
ce n. Inftead therefore of confining the Affe- 
u. ons of Benevolence and Charity to one Sect, we 


W to love and do Good to all, eſpecially. to the 
hold of Faith. I know alſo, that tis faid in 


erle ! laſt Verſe of the preceeding Chapter, that we. 
0 0 that he abides in Hs, by the Spirit he has given 
ere and alſo. Verſe 13th of this Chapter; but if 


> will compare this carefully with the whole 
apters, eſpecially with the 1oth Verſe of this, 
Due love one another, God dwelleth in us: and 


dens Are 7. Every one that loveth, is born of God, we 
roy: all ſee that by the Spirit of God, we are to un- 
; or ftand a divine and heavenly Temper, an Imi- 


ion of God in his Love and kind Affections to 
Wankind; for he that loveth not, knoweth not God, 
God is Love, Verſe 8. | 


* But again, tis certain that we can have no 
4 * eater nor any other Evidence that we are- con- 


rted, and ſhall be ſaved, than we have that we 


Gn: "We poſſeſſed of thoſe Graces or Vertues which are 
os: Wclared (by them who knew) to be neceſſary 
wh Salvation; ſuch as fearing God, and hoping in 
Io 1; knowing him, and calling upon his Name; 
pou ins and believing in God, and our Lord Jeſs 
he M riſt, No Man that knows not that he hath 
his | eſe, can know he ſhall be ſaved: But how can 


> know that we fear God? Is it by a ſervile Sub- 
tion to, or falling down before him? This in- 


dh is Fear, but of the ſlaviſh Kind, ſuch as the 
ſt profligate of Mankind and Devils ſhall be 
trained to pay him; but that Fear that is 
roveable, is ſuch an affectionate Regard to 
d, as reſtrains from Sin, and influences to O- 
lence: Like a Son, who knows his Father to 


be 
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be tenderly concerned for his Hapnicels 
ready to make all poſſible {Allowance for 
Weakneſs, and therefore is the more fearfn 
offend him. | 

Hope, when it is a Vertue, can for that R 
ſon only be ſuppoſed to be ſo, becauſe the Fo 
dation upon which *tis built, is Obedience 
_ Law; for the Hope of an Hypocrite all 
riſh . 
How ſhall we know that we know God? Let 
take the Rule given us by God, 1 Fohn, 11. 2, 
4. Hereby we do know that we know him, if 
keep his Commandments. And he that faith 
_ him, and keepeth not his Commandments, tis 

jar. 

Our Obedience 1s the only Evidence of 0 
Love to our Saviour. So he tells us, Fob xiv. 2 
He that hath my Commandments, and keepeth the 
he it is that loveth me, So the Apoſtle John, 
Epiſt. v. 3. ſays, This is the Love of God, that: 
keep his Commandments; and particularly the La 
of our Fellow-Creatures. And if any Man ſay, 
love God, and bateth his Brother, he ts a Liar; 
this Commandment have we from God, that he ul 
loveth God, love his Brother alſo. Sudden St: 
and Warmths of Devotion are poor Evicences 
depend upon; but Obedience, ſincere and unive 
{al, is the Scripture Foundation. Our Faith al 
can only be known to be ſaving by its Fruits, 
numberleſs Paſlages of ſacred Writ plainly evine 
So we find it ſtiled, The Obedience and Righten 
neſs of Faith; Faith that worketh hy Love; Fa 
and a good or pure Conſcience, that overcometh | 
World; the Righteouſneſs which 13 of God by Fai 
Which Paſlages are an evident Proof that row 

all: 
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ways valued by its Effects of Righteouſneſs and 
ue Holineſs. But yet to prevent all Poſſibility 
F miſtaking, James ſpeaks more clearly and 
lainly, Chap. ii. telling us, that we have as good 
eaſon to ſuppoſe Words can ſatisfy the Cravings 
Appetite, or ſcreen from the Intemperance of 
eather, as Faith without the Fruits of Good- 


ſs, ſave a Man. Nay, do not even the Devils 
lieve and tremble, without any Evidence of 


ſs, 
for 


ar ful 


t Re 
Fou 


Leti ace or Divine Operations? and that ſuch a Faith 
. 2, W like a Corpſe; and to ſay, Lord, Lord, will 
of no Uſe, ſays our Saviour, if we keep not 


od's Commandments, 

How alſo ſhall we know that God loves us? 
ys our Saviour, Joh. xv. 9. If ye keep my Com- 
ndments, ye (hall abide in my Love, and my Fa- 
r ſhall love you. So the Pſalmiſt, Fal. xi. The 
rhteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs. And indeed 
we ſuppoſe the Divine Moral Character per- 
, we ſhall be convinced from the little we 
ve of the ſame, that God cannot love any thing 


t lovely Qualities. No Bribe can make us e- 
ar; Jem a Perſon lovely, we know to be void of 
he uW<ly Qualities; and may we not then reſt ſa» 


ed that God will only approve ſuch, who is 
nitely ſuperior to us? And is it not evident 


mive t Righteouſneſs in its full Extent and Latitude 
th al the only amiable Quality. 

lits, Well then, if Frar, Hope, Love, Faith, the 
eving ing and calling upon God, be neceſſary to our 
Eten ing the Divine Favour; and if we cannot 
Fu that we are in a State of Favour with God, 
eth by knowing we have theſe; and if we cannot 
Hui that we have theſe but by knowing we o- 


Faith 


God's Laws fincerely and univerſally; does 
alwi | | 
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om, 


It not then manifeſtly follow, that by a' Life 
Holineſs and true Purity, by keeping our P 
ſions and Deſires under the Government of a v 
informed Reaſon and Conſcience, that we ſin 
wilfully and habitually, we can only know t! 
we are God's Children, and ſhall be faved ? 

Let me nowconclude with ſome Inferences fri 
what has been ſaid. 


I. From what has been faid, we may be ce 
vinced, that tis our Intereſt, if we would av 
Impoſition, to be cautious what we believe in! 
ligion. It you have been careful and unpregudic 
in your Examinations, you cannot fail to hz 


obſerved many Perſons talking boldly in t 


Name of the Lord, and not offering more | 
Support of what they teach, but their own or P 
ty's Opinion; nor are any ſo apt to give hi 
Names, ſuch as Heretick, Teachers of damna 
Doctrine, &c. yea, to ſentence to eternal Mal 
ry, as thoſe who have the leaſt by way of Arg 
ment to ſupport their Schemes with. The Ron 


Catbolicks damn as heretical all Proteſtants, pro 


ing their Poctrines true, by their evil Natur 
and themſelves the only Chriſtians, by oppoli 
Chriſtianity; The ſame Arguments alſo fot 
Proteſtants ule to prove their Schemes true, 
themſelves God's Chileren. But when Men 1 
convinced upon a rational Foundation, that the 
Doctrines are true, and agreeable to the writt 
Word of God, they will be pleaſed to ſee the 
canvaſſed, and impartially examined: They 
be ready to render a Reaſon to every one t 
asks them of the Hope that is in them; oppoll 
Error by Argument, and with rational Metil 
| | end 
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and fo will by God, through Jeſus Chriſt, be © 
looked in an impartial -Enquirer; yet I queſ 
not but Sloth and Neglect of Enquiry will 
deemed a greater Crime than many are aware 
And if *tis a Crime of a deep Dye, what will 
Caſe of Numbers be, who have no more to ſay 
their being Chriſtians, but their Fathers and a 
of Men believed it was ſo, and therefore it is 


III. From what has been ſaid we may alſo 
that tis no ſuch Crime as ſome would have 
believe, to look upon and plainly declare, 
this Work has not the Character of a Wor! 
God; why then ſhould Men, eſpecially M 
ſters, be afraid to ſpeak their Minds? Shall f 
as are ſet apart to be Watchmen, ſit ſtill and! 
Men zealouſly endeavouring to perſwade 
World, that the Divine Spirit and a Spiri 
Error, Divine Impreſſions and diabolical De 
ſions may be conſiſtent? That Men may be 
Children, yea, dear Children of God, who 
going on in ſuch Practices as God has aſſured 
he will condemn Men for? Let not Prudence fi 
the Mouths of any: That I'm afraid, is no m 
than a Cheat, a preferring worldly Intereſt 
God and a good Conſcience. Be not afraid 
being thought guilty of Blaſphemy: This is 
more than the common Cry of ſuch as in all Ag 
have had more Impudence than Senſe, where 
they would ſcare unthinking Perſons into th 
Way, and keep Men of Senſe from leaving the 
Let not ſuch powerful Arguments as I think, 1 
afraid, I believe, and Iverily believe, hinder us int 


thinking and believing for ourſelves, Wall 


deem it Blaſphemy for Mentoſay, that ſuch Thi 
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e o deftroy the Difference between Good and Evil, 


ueſtiWoreſent him as approving what we know he 
will tes, and overlooking what he declares he will 
rare Mndemn, are not from his Spirit? Nor let us fit 
111 un with the Argument of the Phariſee, Fit it 
ſay Wt of God, it will come to nothing, and if it u, we 
nd a not overthrow it, &c. As v. 38, 39. This is 


ly the Language of a fallible Man, and a very 
Iſe Way of re For, according to the 
A 


it 18 0 


alſo ame, Heatheniſm is moft approved by God, next 
have Wabometiſm, then Popery, How long have theſe 
re, ten in the World, and yet are not come to 
Work ught? Are they therefore from God? And is 
7 Mie Man who ſays any Thing againſt them, a 
all ſuſighter againſt God? Let not theretore ſuch com- 


ind he hon Place Talk as will prove all Doctrines equal- 


ade i good, have any Influence upon our Minds, 
Spirit et us therefore without Fear oppoſe Error; eſpe- 
| Delſally Antinomianiſm and Popery, which to me it 
be t pears manifeſt are now blending together, and 
who Wcripreading the World. Let us approve our- 
ſured Ml ves to God, tho? Men ſhould condemn us; and 


ntemn the Favour of Men, when in Competi- 
dn with the Favour of God. 


ace ſti 
o mo 
ereſt 
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IV. Let me endeavour to perſwade you all to 
cautious of your Confidence, in thinking your- 


all res God's Children and peculiar Favourites. 
here hey not yourſelves to be ſomething, whilſt you 
o ths voting, deceiving yourſelves : For ſurely there 
g tha Miſtakes about Man's ſpiritual State, ſome 
ok, I ing clean in their own Eyes, who are not purified 
us n their Filthineſs, Take heed therefore that the 


Vill 


ht that is in you be not Darkneſs. Think not 
Thi 


ſelves rich and increaſed with Goods, whilſt you 


are _ 


46 Ti of the preſent Spirit. 
are poor, miſerable, blind and naked. Comm 
wot yourſelves, juſtify not yourſelves, for God kn 
eth your Hearts ; and that which is highly eſteq 
among Men, 1s an Aboinmation in God's Sight. 

Found not your Evidences of -Converſion u 
ſudden Starts and Warmths in Devotion; m 
leſs upon ſpiritual Pride and Uncharitablen 
nor fancy that God will regard you, let y 
', * Warmth or Zeal ever be ſo great, if you 

1609 Workers of Iniquity. You muſt not fin agai 
6 if ll any ſingle Command of God wilfully and hs 

fs tually, or you are not the Children of 6 


Build not your Hopes or Aſſurances of Hen 
Ws. upon the Sand; remember what our Saviour ſ 
** upon this Head, He that heareth my Words | 
. doeth them not, ſhall be likened to a fooliſh J 

'': epho built his Honſe upon the Sand, and the St 
came, and Wind blew, and heat upon that Ho 
alt: and it fell, hecauſe it was built upon the Sand. i. 
THE The hearing but not doing the Will of God. 
Tie that hears and does, builds upon a Rock, aga 
'. evbich Storms nor Wind ſhall not prevail, Fa 
|" tells us, that he who is a Hearer, but not a Dorf 
| God's Word, deceives himſelf : He is like a Mi 
1 | who be holding himſelf in a Glaſs, goes away 4 


forgets what Manner of Man he was. 
Found therefore your Certainty of Hean 
upon what was PauPs Ground of rejoicing, and 
that be yours, that in Simplicity and godly Sincert 
not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, 
have had your Converſation in the World; that 
have ſought a good Figbt, and ſiniſbed your Coil 
See that you are redeemed by Chriſt from Iniq 
ty, before you hope to be redeemed from ! 
Wrath to come. | þ aj 
| ; on 


_ 


A. Trial of the preſent Spirit, 5 
| . 8 4 
mel Con fider all Pleas will be vain, if you are 
1 knMorkers of Iniquity : Depart, will be the Sen- 

ern ce, I know you not. Be perſuaded therefore to |} 
br. Wh: your Calling and Election ſure; by the Apo- 
n wlflc's Rule, adding to your Faith, Virtue, Know. 
. mie, 7emperance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly> 
„ene aneſ, and Charity. For if you do theſe Things, \ 
t vol [ball never fall, but an Entrance ſhall be admi- \ 
"ou red to you into the Kingdom of our Lord aud | 
againfſÞv10ur Jeſus Chriſt; where Sin and Sorrow ſhall 
d hal no more; where everlaſting Love ſhall be our 
t Gflinployment, and everlaſting Peace our Reward: 
Heut which Kingdom that we may all, through 
ur r Redeemer, be admitted, is and ever ſhall Be 
A y earneſt Prayer to God, through Jeſus Chriſt. 


AMEN. 


F 


** — — 


© 19 * 
” wwe ww 


* 2 8 * * — 


. ——— —— OR 


uf pulled en H by Ro Po; 
in Glaſgow, and by the Bookſellers of 1 
burgh an 7 Bella. | 


Some 2 Lourhts on the Nature of i ue R:/igion. By Sir 
thew Hale, Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's — Toy 
is added, A Letter from Sir Walter Rawleigh 7 his Lay, 
bis Condemnation. Price Bound in Sheep, Eight Pence. 


The Wonaerſnt Narrative: Or, a fait) ful Account th 
French Prophets, then Agitations, Et The. and ö. 1/bira 
To which are added, ſeveral other remarkabl c Inſtances of 
ſons under the Influence of the like Spirit, in various Parts o 
World, particularly in New-£2g/aud : With an IxrRODV er! 
directing to the proper Uſe of ſuch extraordinary Appeara 
in the Courſe of Providencc. Price of the Coarſe, Six- pe 
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Select Sermons on the following Subjects. The Lowe of ( 
the Love of our Neighbour ; of Swearing, of Falſe Saweari 
of keeping the Sabbath, of Chaſtity, of Drunkenneſs. Three 
mons o Death, and ea Sermon at the Funeral of the Honour: 
Rabert Boyle. Ihe Fine Paper, at Two Shillings, the Comm 
in Calf, at One Shilling and Six-pence, in Sheep, at Fifteen Per 


In the Preſs, 4 Zeal for Good Works excited and direfted: 
a Sermon at the public Thur ſday-Lecture, in Boſi on, Ma 

25th, 1742. Printed at the general Deſire of the Hearers, 
John Bernard, A.M. Paſtor of the Church in Marblalu 
They zealouſly affect you, but not well ; — but it is good te 
zealouſly affetted, always, in a geod Thing, Gal. iv, 17, 18, 


Alſo in the Preſs, The confirming Work of Religion; to whi 
is added, A Deſcription of the confrencs tate of a Chriſtian, 
diſmal and ſhaking Times. By the Reverend Mr. Robert Hemi 
N. B. This Book is recommended by the following London M 
niſters. Doctor WILLIAM Bates, Mr. MaTTHEw Mr 
Mr. Tyomas ColE, Mr. Joxy Hows, Mr. MaTTHEw SY 
VESTER, Doctor Daxre, WrtLgans, Mr. Joux SHowERs, 
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There will be ſperdily put to the Preis, Fighteen 
preached by Robert Lrinkton, ſometime Areh- þis ib, 1 of Gan 
To which 1s Junge as T:zatiſe.” enliacd. The 445 of al 
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